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3eMcatton« 



TO THJB 

RI6HT HONOURABLE 

Ijord viscount lasceujes, 

My Lord, 

Once and only once I had the honour 
and the grati/ication of an mterview with 
your JjordsMp — it was in the Spring of 191^^ 
at a time when the manvfax^tvring districts 
were in a state similar to the "present ; less 
dangerous to the nation because less system^a" 
tk ; but the external signs of riot •— of public 
plunder — the seizure qf arms — the demoli" 
turn and the bwmng of houses md factories 
r— the dreacyhd crime of assassination^ had 
extended farther , no prev^jttivjp measures 
bavmg been adopted. 

a 2 
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IV. DEDICATION. 

A defect in the existing laws, regarding 
piercantile property, which till that period had 
Jbeen undiscovered, made it indispensably ne^ 
cessary, that a hUl sJumld pass for its protect 
tion. My excellent and patriotic friend Mr. 
Thomas Hardman was deputed with myself 
to Government on the occasion — ' though we 
received attention from every member ofPar^ 
liamenty to whom we made application, and 
feel a si^ere obligation to Tnany for their 
assistance, towards none is there a more 
weiglUy or a more pleasing debt of gratitude 
than to your Lordship. 

Lake that distinguished statesman, who 
fell, a few short days after, in our presence, 
and who breathed his last with his head re- 
clining on my breast, your Lordship instantly 
acknowledged the importance of the object of 
our mission ; no doubts or hesitation, no dis^ 
tinctions betwixt landed and commercial pro- 
petty palsied your Lordship's powerful aid. 
A manly and prompt declaration, that aU pro- 
perty ought to be equally under the protection 
of the law, preceded your Lordship's invalu^ 
able counsel, mnd ready assistance ; and that 
amenity of deportment, which sets the applir 
pant at ease, left nothing to be wished for. 
(yf your Lordship's intimate knowledge of 
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DEDICATION. V. 

the dvaracter and disposition of the people, 
imdofthe views of their leaders y we had abun- 
dant proof. One instance, which I shall now 
adduce J may possibly bring the interview to 
your Lordship's recollection. A dwelling'' 
house in the vicinity of Manchester, and a 
factory at West Houghton, had been set on 
jire by the mob and entirely consumed. These 
events exciting great alarm, made the imme- 
diate protection of mercantile property of in- 
creased importance; but your Lordship kind- 
ly removed our anxiety on that head, by the 
assurance, that the leaders of the insurrection 
finding that the people, thtis reduced to indi- 
gence, became their enemies, and disclosed 
their proceedings, had determined that no 
more buildings shmdd be set on^fire ; until the 
malcontents were more fully prepared for the 
final accomplishment of the objects they had 
in view. The event proved the correctness 
of your Lordship's information. 

Impressed with these recoUeidions, I have 
been emboldened to dedicate to your Lordship 
this feeble attempt to place before the public, 
a true account of the events connected with 
the Meeting of the 16th. of August. 

The appointment of your Lordship to the 
/ligh station, which your Lordship's private as 
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in. DEDICATION* 

well as piihlic virtues are so well calculate^ 
to adoruy gladdens the heart of the good 
and the lojjal : they hear in remembrance the 
anxious state of wind, in which the country 
was placed, when the Prince first assunied 
the functions of royalty — ' when the balance 
appeared suspended as to the proseculion qf 
the war ''^whether we were at once to abandon 
all we had contended for, or, with redoubled 
vigour, maintain our independence. 

Theunsdom of his Royal Highness allayed 
the apprehensions and confirmed the hopes of 
all true patriots. Victories unparalleled and 
a glorious peace have been the happy result. 

In the nomination of your Lordship to the 
lieutenancy of the West Riding of York, His 
Royal Highness has equally allayed the fears 
and confirmed the hopes of the true friends of 
their King and country. 

Protected on our southern boundary by a 
loyal and galkmt people — by the yeomen who 
have thrice abandoned their avocations and 
their homesy to come to our relief — by nohiU'^ 
ty and gentry emulous of deserving the gratis 
tude of their country ; and more than all by an 
active and judicious representatim of Mar 
jesty-^on that side we have felt mor^ than 
security, we have felt protection* 
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DEDICATION. Vll. 

The same confidence is now extended to 
our eastern boundary : long may the blessing 
be continued ! 

With feelings of veneration, and of gratis 
tvde, 

I remain. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's faithfat 

And most obedient servant, 

Francis Philips* 
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PREFACR 



"ray who is the Author of this Exposure 
of the Calumnies/ as he is pleased to call it? 
"Who thus attempts to stem the tide of public 
opinion, and seemingly assured of entire success 
in his Herculean labour, thus confidently infers 
that when ' all the truth shall be developed, our 
censures will be converted into praise, our detes- 
tation into gratitude ?' '* 

*^ No doiAt lie Is some hanger-on of govern- 
ment, some boroughmonger or exciseman, some 
taxgatherer or half-pay officer, or probably some 
priest pushing for a benefice." * 

* These and other similar ahnsive terms have been prolksdir 
lavished against aU> who dared to oppoM the radical Fefermer^ 
but more especially agaiiust those who aignjed the late address . 
to the Prinoe Regent. Thai addlress, which well desenrea 
pemsalf wiU be feaiid, amongst «ther documents^ at the end of 
this preface;; ^i) and by way of contrast, the dedarattpnayid 
protest <(J|) of those who took the opposite side of .the qu^i^ii, 
are also inserted. The latter course received the signstores of 
all ite had dntingnished themselves during the war aath« 
de^ractorsiof British glq?y> the admirers of our enemies, -qr. the 
apologists df their crimes; toge^er with all the piystematio 
#pppjMients of Cr0vemment that could be a^Uected in H^apch^ 
ter and its environs; to thesis, dpiubtle^s some werje^ft^ded ?P;^o 
joined in the measure from feelings of humanity^ and not a small 

b 
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«. PREFACE. 

Pardon me, gentle reader, though I ana proud 
of having signed the address to the Prince 
Regent, I am as independent of Government, 
as any man in the three kingdoms ; neither am I 
a Yeoman, nor a Magistrate, nor in any way a 
partaker of tlie honour or the disgrace that 
piay 9wait them.r--This very circumstance, not 
<a0y presumption as to ability, i^duoes me to 
«]0dertake the exposure^ from which 4u> many 
X>ihers, infinitely better qualified, are by ?t just 
ieeling ,of 4^icacy, a;t the present timf2, rer 
^tricted. 

. ** He must be a Tory then — a stickler fop 
passive obedience aad non-resistance — a mos^ 
^corrigible . . ^ ' 

PaUenc^ i^ain, good Sir-r- like Dr. Franklin 
when he visited ,th^ New England St?ites, to save 

pn>p<^oii from tile ^rsulisiTe urgnnieBU of tbe ieackra^ whose 
exertions were indefkt^aUe : laUk fill jMi^te auxilwm the iota) 
nnmfcfir niftiinttiil ob1jp4o 430 mums. It was adopted imme- 
jliat«ly tfter tlie «oeii&g> wiiilst tiie passioDs excited at the 
JBHOscit oonid not have ginn way to refleblioB ; and it was signed 
jfriHeipafiy ^ kdividuals of tide lowar orders of soeiety. 

<^ the oontrftry, the address to the Prince It^^eiit, like the 
MgM6i conunanication of ^^ Officer of Uie iMk. Homars^ 
fin) Wis Adopted^ after a conrndend^le lapse of tiiHe had fiveu 
janple space for reiedi^ii; and the sig^atares^ aiQovnting 
to*M97^ B^cliided Beady aU lii^dergy of every persnasion^ and 
# vM )pi^p9rtioiDi of tiie gentry -and prindpal ioimhitaiits of 
ifandiester and the neigfahon^hood. As the address might ho 
jMMidered to approTat of 4^e condnct of the Magistrates who 
0Umiiki themeetaig^ not one of them signed it> imd ibr the 
ipef e'ltfMMtlie Ytomanry wi^dield their signatures. 
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twrthy^ian<f myself a Worid of trbuMer, I*Htet you 
int6 all my secteti ; 1 me^n as far to politi<:» 

The first bumper toast I ever dranky Was t^ 
the ** Glorious ai|d hnmortal memory of the gre^t 
King William, who delivered us from popery, 
slavery, arbitrary power, wooden shoes, &c* 
fte. ke. ;'^ il I haid imssed 6ne of thci thfee &e.^ 
the tforthy old (j^ikh^^stty^ who was a weekly 
pen^ktoer at ray fether's table, BiffA whose grfeat* 
cl»t bappineM^ it was, t6 give that favourite toasts 
Would have beew miserable. Whether I best 
loved the b^imper, or the toast, isi now of little 
im^^ort, but I beltevie I wa^ a hrtrg^e fevourite with 
the vefl^able Whig, wlwwe faded eye* would 
^rKIe with delight #hei* I missed »ot a syllable 
ctf the 6nBi nor lost a drop of tlie other. . 

Whew- a fiW;liO0lboy, though I trust not of b 
qtlarre*»oii»e turh, I ^myxilA bavefought for Lord 
Ghatham, agaiiwt any lad of my standiwg, wht> 
would have said a word in favoar of Lord North 
and his Tory Admittistration..— *The' attempted 
taxation of our Colonics I reprobated, and I 
gloried in the independence of thelTftited States. 

*♦ Why thett- yotr were the frierwl of liberty, the 
advocate of the people's rights ?"— 

And so^ I was, and so I am, and so I ever 
shall be. 

3 The Honourable Member for Steyriing will smile if 
lie ever peruses this juyenile attecdete, haying dtank the tflttdt 
p^hap« afr ohm m myself/ to ibe delight of th« dienrlid M 
gendeman. 

b2 
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xii. PREPAC5- 

^^Yomr first position may fairly be admittod^ 
but not the second or the third •—Mr. Piti 
himself in early life unquestionably was the 
people's friend, the warmest advocate for re* 
form; but how he changed when robed with^ 
power!" 

You mistake. Sir; his principles were always 
the same ; it was the circumstances and the times 
that changed-^the country bad searcdy reposed 
from the dire effects of the war witlv America, 
when that gigantic hydra, the French Rerolu- 
tion, threatened universal devastation, with its 
attendant despotism, and I glory in the recol- 
lection of the man to w;hpm we are indebted, 
under Providence, for the Uessings we enjoy 
above all the nations of the earthr— without the 
foundation established by Mr. Pitt, we had not 
known a Nelson or a Wellington, and instead of 
being the wonder and the envy of the world, we 
might ere this have been struggling for exis- 
tence, against the world combined* 

^^ Then you suppose, perhaps^ that Mr. Pitt 
did not otgect ta reibnn in toto V* 

Unquestionably, I do. 

*^ From this admission I would infer that after 
three or four years of profound peace you ima- 
gine he would have promoted, at least in some 
degree, the great work of refomt? " 

Be assured. Sir, that Mr. Pitt would not have 
CMCgded an iota, never would have reasoned 
with any mob, nor with any body of men that 
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PREFACE. xiii. 

attempted to succeed by intimidation. The 
people have such a super- abundance of liberty, 
that they arc like spoiled children, they don't 
know the value of it, and would hazard the 
whole for a mere shadow. — As to Universal 
Suffrage, Annual Parliaments, and Election by 
Ballot, the first is madness, the second child's 
play, and the third roguery and intrigue. 

** But don't you think it desirable that Bir- 
mingham and Manchester, and other towns of 
extended population, should enjoy the privilege 
of sending Membeirs to Parliament ?" 

Certainly; if answered as an abstract quesr 
tion; but the heaviest denunciation, that Governr 
ment could inflict upon the inhabitants of those 
places^ would be to pour upon them the plague of 
elections, such as disgrace the city of West- 
minster. 

The greatest bar to reform is the want of true 
patriotism in the noble, the distinguished, the 
respectable part of those who advocate the 
cause— ? they continue to idolize that political 
creed which they fancy to have been established 
by Mr. Fox.' — ^Fascinated by his transcendant 
abilities — by his bursts of genius — ^by his pow- 
erful declamation—- by his animated harangues — 
by his engaging frankness — they deposited their 
judgment in his custody, and have not yet reco- 
vered it 
* 

How lamentably were those unrivalled talents 
misapplied ! His coalition with Lord North be- 
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1C1V* PREFACE. 

frayed, in earfy life, either a want of principle, or 
a tvant of consistency, or both ; and his being ab* 
sent from his post, in the hour of greatest danger, 
when Sheridan shone, so conspicnoitsly, the true 
patriot, fixed a blot upon his escutcheon, which 
can never be eflfaced. Bent, at all hazards, to 
orertdrn the existing administration, he gav6 
tacit encouragement to a most alarming mutiny, 
which threatened ruin to this happy land. 

In the sanction and encouragemcn?!, which 
the idolaters of Mr* Fox's principles give to iht 
revolutionists at the present time, we see thi 
fiame spirit, the same determination, at all 
hazards, to bring themselves into power,---But 
whatever were his failings in other respects, Mr. 
Yox had too much dignity of sOul, too high a 
sense of honour, too delicate a regard for the 
feelings of others, to have joined, as they have 
done, in reiterating slanders, as foul as the 
sources from whence they sprung, and false as 
they are foul. 

To see a Fit2fwilliam, or a Milton, an Albe- 
marle, or a Goke — men highly distinguished by 
their rank in society, and stifl more by their 
private virtues — so lost to all true patriotism, 
bending to a mob they despise, and giving 
Ijncouragement to expectations wild and imprac- 
ticable — how lamentable is the falfing off, from 
that true dignity, which should adotn their 
station ! 
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PREFACE. i^T. 

The time has be^n, when the ^Jistitiguished 
njtroe of Coke brought no sensations but those of 
well-earned praise j to the narratives of his agri* 
cultural practice and improvements, of the pros- 
perity and happiness of his tenants, and of h\$ 
numerous peasantry, often have I listened with 
6ensations of delight. And can such a man, sp 
f^^r forget the feelings of ^ man, as to join the 
nk)tley crew of all th^^t is despicable in society? . 
ftod without any authority, save a depraved and 
despicable press, issue base calumny? How 
bappy should I be to find myself in error ! tP 
know from his authority, that words, wickedly 
proclaimed as his, were never uttered ! 

The time has been, when those in my employ 
were not less chearful — not less happy -^tha^ 
his own dependants.^ How altered now th? 
^cene ! I speak not of those whp in the che^. 
quered variety of life experience apy por^- 
tion of adversity — I now confine my observa* 
tions to those only who never knew distress* --r I 

3 This departure from the chearfulness, which formerly 
distinguished the working classes, is very clearly apparent to 
the attentive obs^rer; it had been on the wane before Ule«e« 
quittal of Hone> and the subscription which gi^ve isanction ta 
blai^hemy. Since that event the change has been paost r^pii 
for the worse. 

4 The class of men^ to whom I now aUud^^ ^re intermediate 
between the weavers and the clerki9> who oarp thehr twepty tr 
twenty-fiva shillings weekly, with ten hou^ easy labour : dur^ 
ing the last twenty ye^i^, their wages we^ ^ once ^nd only onc^ 
reduced ; it was at a time when tbe wild ^j^culati^n* toSoutli 
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xn. PREFACE. 

Speak of men, who are almost as it were a part 
of my family, to whom a request never was de^ 
nied, and who till lately were as much distin- 
guished by loyalty to their Sovereign as they 
still are by fidelity to their employer. — I 
speak not of men lost to all sense of duty 
or attachment; but of such as possess great 
private worth. My person and my property 
they would protect, most of them at the hazard 
of their lives; but the Government, which 
alone can give permanent protection to both, 
they now (with some few most laudable excep- 
tions) would abandon to its fate. The time has 
been, that each would have been anxious when- 
ever his King or Country was in danger, either 
from foreign or domestic foes, to shew himself 
foremost in the raijks of their defenders; whilst a 
cold assent, the offspring of duty rather than of 
zeal, forms the full measure of their present 
patriotism. That life, hilarity, and spirit, which 
formerly rendered our mutual intercourse so 
pleasant, is changed to cold respect — the ready 
$mile and jest have disappeared — they are 
morose and unhappy, and they know not why. 

America, and the French prohibitory decrees, operating together, 
i-endered economy or reduction indispensably necessary. By 
mutual arrangement two-pence in the shilling was concluded 
upon, in reduction of their wages, rather than a discharge of 
tiands. The very day the battle of Leipzic was announced, they 
were advanced to their former standard ; at which they now 
remain; so that, taking in the pric6 bf provisions, then- relative 
Mtuation is better than at any former period. 
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PREFACE. xifii. 

Though they attend no me^ings of reformers, 
nor wear the badge3 of rebellion, it i^ a matter of 
uncertainty whether such continued propriety of 
demeanour proceed from inclination, or from, 
the certainty of being instantly discharged, if 
such a measure were adopted. 

My object in introducing this faithful picture, 
of a part of my own commercial establishment, 
aad which equally applies to many others, is with 
a view of drawing the attention of such distin* 
guished characters, as those I have alrei^dy men^ 
tioned, and of others who entertain the same 
political opinions, to a sense of the injury their 
countenance tends to inflict upon Society : and 
if possible to convince them that the revolu* 
tionary spirit, which pervades this districi, hase 
not arisen from distress, but from a licentiovsr 
press*-^from the harangues and resolutions of 

^ I formerly looked upon the Morning Ctironicle in the tight 
of an able and an honourable Barrister, vho placed in the dear- 
est point of view, every argument that could possibly be adduced 
against the measures of Ministers, and in so doings readeredf 
a most important se^rvice to the British nation.— !<-It is a laments 
able proof of the necessity of some efficient measulres being 
instanUy adopted to save the country, when the taste of its 
inhabitants becomes so vitiated as to have a relish for the nox*- 
ious mixtures now contained m tie eokiniMF »f Mm paper. 
Both the writer and the publisher of the following libel deserve 
heavy puniihi»e»t : -k- 

The weavers employed by *** and *** ****** ^J ^J^g^ 
wages reduced on Saturday last, and this measQre is supposed to 
be the preliminary to a general reduction throughout th^ towa. 
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public meetings — and, more than all, from the 
(not always tacit) encouragement and sanction, 
which some few respectable individuals have 
been understood to give to the movers of sedi- 
tion. 

O ! that all party spirit would subside; that 
the good, of a|l persuasions, of all ranks and 

Among the distress ins^arable from such events the people 
must naturally complain, &c.&c. — Extract from the Morning 
Chronicle of November 4. 



To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. -Sir,-**Ij| 

^isour paper of the 4th. instant we observe it stated, that " the 
weavers employed by *** and *** ****** ji^d their 
wages reduced on Saturday last, and this measure is supposed 
to be the preiininary to a genera) reduction throughout the 
town.'' 

Now, Sir, as we have not lowered wages, nor intend doing so, 
but on the contrary have advanced them, — ^we, in justice to -our- 
selves, call upon you to contradict, in the same public manner, 
such an infamous falsehood ^ and must require from you the 
Bames of the parties who furnished you with the information in 
f uestipn^ in order that qieasures miay be taken to preyent the 
public beipg imposed upon in fixture by such unjust and improper 
statement. Relying on you giving every publicity to this letter, 
lire are. Sir, your most obedient servants, 

*** mill *** ****** 

Manichester, 8th. Nov., 1819. 



This is one of the numerous instances in which the names of 
individuals have been dragged without their concurrence into 
public notice : a practice most unpardonable, The editor can- 
not be ignorant^ that the mere mention of any individual, 
Engaged in commerce^ always occasions inquiry^ imd that the 
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cenditioni^ of life, would unite in stemming the 
torrent of infidelity and the spirit of rebellion — 
so should we again enjoy the blessings of internal 
peace, and the best hope that Providence will 
vouchsafe to us, in due time, that which, in His 
wisdom. He best knows to be for our advantage^ 
Reader, I now take my leave, craving your 
kind indulgence towards this hasty production^ 
written during the last fortnight, and for the 
most part in the evenings, when my mind 
had been already exhausted by the anxieties 
of commerce. Nothing but a lively feeling 
of gratitude to the Magistrates of Manchester, 
and still more so to those who have evinced the 
truest patriotism by coming from their distant 
homes, when their services and co-operatioii. 
— - , - . ..■...■■■ ^ 

absolute ruin of the party might be the consequence. It wouIJ 
l^ the natural inference against those who might now reduce 
the price of weaving, either that they were lost to all feelings 
ofhnmanity, or that pecuniary embarrassments compelled them 
either to suspend their payments, or to reduce their expenditure. 

Fortunately in the present instance the House in question 19 
beyond the reach of such an attack — ^^to a younger or weaker 
House the mischief might have been irreparable. 

The Star, during the last six months, has been systematically 
attempting to set the manufacturers and workpeople against each 
other, by representing the former as tjnrants, and the latter as 
slaves; and the Morning Chronicle has joined it in the chase. 

It is desirable that some check should be given to the practice, 
that has prevailed of late years, of publishing^ the names of 
private individuals, which sometimes in the warmth of argu- 
ment have been incautiously used (particularly by a learned and 
ttost able Member) in the House of Commons, 

c 2 
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were so necessary to the public peaccf, and also 
to the Yeomanry, for their meritorious serrices, 
could haye induced me to offer it to the Public. 
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DEFERRED TO IN THE PREFACEv 



No. I. 
To his Roy^at Highness the Prince Regent 

We, the understgaed Clergy, Gentry, Merchants, Manu^ 
f^nrers, ind oiher b^ainitiknts of the towns of Manchester and 
Salf<H^> and their immediate yieinity, feel it oar indispensable 
ibiy, in the present eventfd crisis, to convey to your Royal 
Highness Ike fuK assurance of our steadfast and unfailmg attach- 
inentto his M^fesly^s Royal Person and Government, and of 
ew BoiMsn dfetemuoaiion to supp<Nrt and defend, in every emer^ 
gency, the Laws and the Oenstitution of our Land. 

Pi»eed in the eei^e of a wide and populous district> inti- 
mately connected with the commerce of this great Empire, we 
are perks^ more sensibly aflfected than any others of hi» 
Majesty's subjects by tiiose vicissitudes which are inseparable 
fiwmtiie natinre of conniiercial ent^prize. Still, under every 
ehaage of affiiin, it was once the high and manly characterof 
our ^ey|d[e to ristain the most ard^t spirit of loyalty to their 
King, and the most devoted attachment to the Constitution ; and 
to f Ujpjport themselve% under twnporary difficulties, with tha^ 
exempkry l»rtitude and endurance, winch reason and religion 
taug^ them to ocmsider as their wisest interest and their boun'* 
den duty. 

It \» painful, howev^, to observey that these bononrable feel^ 
iug9« these sound and rational princ^ipleff of human conduct/ 
have been of late yeans materially corrupted and impaired^ 
•very device which a perverted ingenuity could invent, every 
. engine which the most nudignaat mischief could employ, hai^d 
been directed with oeaseless activity to demoralize and deprave 
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the minds of the labouring classes of society. The press hai 
{K>ttred forth amongst them an overwhelming torrent of infidelity 
and sedition— they have heed kept in a state of continual fer^ 
ment and agitation^ by the imposing mockery of public assem- 
blies, and the inflammatory virulence of popular harangues — 
they have been taught to regard their rulers with abhorrence, 
their employers with hatred and distrust — and, infatpated with 
dangerous and delusive notions of civil liberty, they have been 
instigated to violate every social tie, to renounce every religious 
obligation, and to become the instrument of daring and ambi- 
tious leaders in overthrowing the Government of the country, 
and involving the whole empire in the calamities of intestine war. 
That such and so daring are the real and ultimate designs of 
their factions leaders, is a truth which caii no longer admit of a 
doubt. It is notorious that large bodies of men have long he&k 
exercised in military training : that weapons, suited to tnttol- 
tuary warfare, have been fabricated and dispersed through 
several districts; and that ev^y species of intimidation has 
been resorted to for the purpose of compdliog the hoaest and 
peaceable mechanic to join in their desperate conspiracy. 

* In this awful crisis of affairs, with these manifest indications 
before our eyes of approaching danger to the Gonstitation^ and 
of universal convulsion throughout the Empire, the loyal and 
peaceable amongst his Majesty's subjects naturally look ap to 
the Government of the country for security and proteciioii, and 
for the adoption of those prompt and vigorous measores which 
may effectually arrest the progfress cf mischief, aid ensure the 
public safety. 

By none of his Majesty's sulijects are the invklodMe privi- 
leges x>f a free press and the right of presenting onr petitions to 
Parliament and the Throne more truly appreciated than hy our- 
selves; but we would wish these sacred privileges to be seciMrtd 
alike from the phrenzy and licentiousness of the people, as from 
any encroachments which might be apprehended from Ac 
Crown ; and it is with the purest sentiments of patriolism, with 
the most devoted veneration for the Constitution of these realms, 
that we venture to express our earnest and anxious hope that the 
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■wiadom of your Royal Highness's Councils, and the authority 
of the British Legislature, will permanently secure from viola- 
tion and abuse privileges which are so sacred and so dear to the 
heart of every Briton. 

Meanwhile, we rely with the fullest confidence, upon the zeal 
and vigilance of the Magistrates and Civil Authorities of the 
land in the faithful discharge of their public duties, by a firm 
and undaunted execution of the laws. — And here, whilst we are 
anxious to abstain from any expression of our sentiments which 
might seem to anticipate the result of judicial enquiry,, we can- 
not so easily suppress the avowal of our utmost indignation and 
oontempt at the foul and calumnious falsehoods which have been 
so openly blazoned and disseminated through the land, to the 
prejudice of the Civil Authorities of these towns, upon a late 
€ventful occasion. 

Nothing, we conceive, can possibly be more indecent, unge- 
nerous, and unjust than the rash and malignant charges which 
have been made against gentlemen of the highest respectability 
and most unblemished character, upon no better grounds than 
the incorrect and exaggerated statements which have appeared 
in the public newspapers, the virulent aspersions contained in 
seditious libels, or the very questionable testimony of those who 
are notoriously the authors or abettors of every public tumult. * 
Whatever indulgence we might be disposed to allow to the 
capricious exercise of private opinion, we cannot but consider as 
utterly unwarrantable and presumptuous the unmeasured oblo- 
quy and abuse which have been so intemperately lavished upon 
our highly respected Magistrates, by public bodies of men ex- 
pressly convened for this purpose in various parts of the Empire. 
Living at a remote distance from the scene of these transac- 
tions, they must be perfectly incompetent to form an accurate' 
opinion upon the circumstances which preceded or attended the 
Meeting of the 16th. of August last ; they must be little ac- 
quainted with the preparation which had long been making 
through this and the adjacent counties for si^ formidable display 
on this occasion of the cQllective strength of the revolutionary 
cause— -they must be totally ignorant of the temper and i^irit 
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in whieb this mighty mass of the population w^n brought toga, 
ther — the military array in which they proceeded to their ap- 
pointed stationsr under the banners of disloyalty, and with every 
demonstration of defiance to the constituted authorities of the 
land — ^whilst it must be equally impossible for those who were 
not present at this tremendous moment to form any adequate 
conception of the universal consternation which prevailed 
amongst the loyal and peaceable inhabitants of these towns, when 
they beheld their streets thus suddenly inundated by gathering 
crowds, from various counties, and from every part of the sur- 
rounding neighbourhood. 

Under these impressions it is satisfactory to us to know, that 
the Civil Authorities of this district were, during the whole of 
these proceedings, present upon the spot, and are fully compe- 
tent to decide upon the propriety of any measures which the 
safety of the public might render expedient; and it will be ob- 
vious to everyone who gives the subject a calm and dispassionate 
attention, that the Magistrates, and others of our fellow towns^ 
men, who have been so wantonly assailed with insult and abuse, 
we solely withheld from vindicating themselves from these ca- 
lumnious aspersions by a $rm and magnanimous sense of public 
duty, by a determination not to suffer any personal feelings of 
injury and insult to betray them into those premature disclosures, 
which might defeat the salutary ends of public justice. 

In offering these subjects to your Royal Highness's serious 
and awakened consideration, we repeat the assurance of our 
firm and inviolable attachment to his Majesty's Person and " 
Government, oi«: respectful allegiance to your Royal Highnesses 
authority, and our solemn purpose and resolve to co-operate in 
such measures as your Royal Highness may judge expedient, in 
the present crisis of danger, for ensuring the peace and security 
pf the Realm, the stability of the Throne, and the perpetuity of 
pur Glorious Constitution. 

[Signed by 1015 persons.] 



We, Ibe undersigned Inhabitants of the Towns of Manches- 
ter and Salford^ and their immediate vicinity^^not having had an 
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<lp^Ttlmity of ftigkring the Ad^b^its lid bill WLofA t&gknms ^ 
Prince Regent, in coBsetfiiets&e ftf Hkd ^hM tkntft it tty hi dig^. 
nature, do declare tbat We ttbiftlmlfy ^M^ ei^trely concur in the 
sentiments therein expressedt 

[Signed JlJ 457 pefsons.] 

Thc following Gentlemen, in addition to the very respectable 

list published before of persons who had been prevented from 

signing the Address from thi? town to the Prince Regent, have 

mnce signed the Declaration of concurrence in its sentiments. 

(Signed by 22$ persons.] 

No. IL 
Declaration tmd Protest, 

Wc, the undersigned^ without individually approving of the 
iteanner in which the meeting held at St. Peter's on Monday 
the 16th. of August was constituted, hereby declare^ thaJ; we 
ate fiilly satisfied^ by pergonal obaervatton or umlottbted infor* 
ttatien, that it was perfec% peaceable:-^ that no seditious or 
ktemperate harangues were made there ; -^that the riot act, if 
Xt^A at all, was read privately, or without the knowledge of 
the great body of the meeting ; and that we feel it our bounden 
duty to protest against, and to express our utter disapprobation 
of the unexpected and unnecessary violence by which the 
assembly wa» dispersed. 

We further declare^ that the meeting convened at the Police 
^ Offite on Thursday the Idth. instant,, for the purpose of thank-^ 
ing the Magistrates, Municipal: Officers, Soldiery, &e., was 
strictly and exclusively private ; and^ in order tbat its privacy 
^ght be more con^pletely ensured was a^ouraed. to^ the Star 
Inn.— *It is a matter of notoriety^ that no expression of dissent 
from the main object of the meeting was there permitted. 

We therefore deny, that it had any claim to the title of a 
^' nusiereus and highly respectable meeting of the inhabitants , 
of Maaekester and Salford, and their li?ighbourlioi»d ^''-^an<l 
Ite hereby intite those who have presumed so to style it, lojtoiti 
With us in giving to the inhabitants at large of Manchester ar4 

d 
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Salford, 9Cnd their neighbourhood^ a pablic opportumty of ex« 
jpr^Bsing their real opinions npon the subject.*^ 
[Signed by 530 persons.] 

No. III. 

To tke Editor of the London Courier. 

Manchester, Nov. 13, 1819.— :Sir,— The Officers of the 15tb^ 
King's Hussars, request you will insert the following paragraph 
m your paper. 

L. C. jbALRYMPLE, Lieut.-Col. 15th. Hussars. 

" The Officers of the 15th. Hussars have thus long abstained 
from noticing the following paragraph, in a letter written by 
Mr. Sheriff Parkins, thinking it due to the individual alluded 
to, that he should have every opportunity of correcting a state-' 
ment thui^ described as originating with him, vi^. :— 

*' ' Well may I call it a field of blood, for I have been assurecf 
by a gallant Officer of the 15th. Hussars (the brother of thcf 
injured Nobleman now fighting in the cause of liberty in South 
America), that while engaged in restraining the infuriated 
Yeomanry, whereby he happily saved the lives of 20 or 30 indi-^ 
viduals, his knees were ensanguined in the blood issuing from 
the wounded bodiesof the victims of military execution.* 

'^They feel highly indignant that the name of the regiment 
should appear in such a representation ; and therefore deem it 
their duty to make it known that the person who is stated, in 
the above extract, to have made use of such expressions, is no ^ 
longer in the army, and the opinion promulgated as his, relative 
to the conduct of the Yeomanry Cavalry, employed on the 10th. 
of August, is totally at variance with the sentiments of the 
Officers of the 15th. Hussars." 

* There is more subtlety in this declaratioo than i^eets the eye. — It 
appears a very plausible challenge to propoiie a public meeting on the occa- 
aion { but this the writers well knew would not be adopted under any ciicum* 
atances. Had a public meeting been convened, it would have been attended 
by the radicals, who would have outnumbeied and overpowered the Tespect- 
able inhabitants, and probably {proceeded to demolish the Exchange as waa^ 
the case in 1812. 
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AN fiXPOStRB. ^e 



JjURING an excursion, which I recently took 
€b distant pairts of tlie kingdom, innumerdblef 
inquiries were made respecting the latfe occur-* 
rences at Manchester ; the greatest attention was 
invariably paid to the narrsltive I gave, of the 
events I had witnessed, and the question was 
repeatedly put to me, " Why are these facts 
>vilhheld from the public eye ?" 

To this 1 replied, that it would \)e derogatorv 
to the dignity of the Magistrates, who felt in the 
fullest degree the consciousness of rectitude^ 
who had received the unaiiimoUs thanks of a 
tnost respectable and numerous ineeting, and 
the approbation of their Sovereign, to descend 
lo a defence of their conduct. "True,'* said a 
gentleman of acknowledged judgment, " it would 
be indelicate in the Magistrates, and might be 
deemed improper in the Military, to enter upon 
any explanation ; but were there po other indi- 
viduals present, competent to g\vq a faithful 
detail ? The silence that has been observed, on 

A 
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the occasion^ has been construed into admitted 
impropriety of conduct ; whilst the circumstan- 
ces you have mentioned, if generally known, 
would have prevented the censure or hostility of 
thousands, and in all probability, many of those^ 
public meetings, which agitate the kingdom." 

I felt the just reproof; I regrettfed extremely 
that no one more competent had engaged in the 
undertaking, and determined to employ my first 
leisure moments in^ the defence of truth and 
justice* 

I sh^Il first premise^ that the populatioD> 
within fifteen or twenty miles of Manchester^ 
far exceeds that of any part of the British domi- 
nions, the Metropolis alone excepted j having 
increased, beycmd-all precedent or calculation. 

Although this increase has been progressive, 
and the consequence of general prosperity, se^ 
§ons of commercial embantassment have repeat* 
cdly occurred. 

Immediately after the peace,, unbounded spe- 
culation prepared the way to disappointment : 
countries, exhausted by the war, were deluged 
by a torrent of British manufactures, and the 
price of labour advanced to an insupportable ex- 
cess; an opposite extreme was the self-evident 
consequence^ whilst unpropitious harvests added 
to the genef al distress. 

Seasons of adversity are most congenial to? 
the machinations of the disaffected 5 on such oc- 
casions only, can they succeed in distributiufp 
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their ^Miious poison. Every engine they could 
devise was called into action-^the press vomited 
Ibrth sedition and blasphemy, and the novelty 
of itinerant orators gave rapid circulation to 
their revolutionary doctrines. 

Public meetings, at which these desperate 
characters lavished their scandalous abuse, 
against the Government, the laws, and the con- 
stituted authorities, were frequently held in the 
town of Manchester, to 4he great annoyance of 
^e peaceable inhabitants. . 

At length on the l«th: day of March, 1817, 
an immense concourse assembled, to witness the 
departure of a numerous body of professed re- 
formers, each furnished with a blanket, for the 
avowed purpose of proceeding to Carlton House. 
The meeting was held on a vacant piece of 
ground near St. Peter's Church : the Magistrates, 
with a laudable attention to the public peace, 
were present on44ie occasion ; and deeming ithe 
meeting to be illegal, they ordered the military 
to surroiit^d the htistings, whilst the constables 
apprehended the orators. Nff opposition zvas of* 
fered to the militdry ; the mob immediately dis- 
persed ; and the consequence of this judicious 
promptitude, on the part of the Magistrates, was 
the restoration of peace arid'goodorder,i;hrough- 
out this populous district. {Appendix^No. 1.) 

So highly was the cdnduct of the Magistrates, 
and of the officers of the town, appreciated by 
the principal inhabitants, that a public dinner 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4 

w%9 given, and, aereral. pieces of plMe w^re.pret 
lent ed to then oa the occasion ; and th^ appro^ 
l>ation of Goftremment was cbmnmnicated^ hy 
the Right Honourable Secretary of State for tho 
Pome Department. {Jfip^ Ntfs.^^ 3.) 

Jn other counties^ serious dtstarbances $Qon 
Siftc^ffards br^e out, attended with great atrO^ 
cittas, ilod which terttiiaated in public <execu'^ 
tionsi : but, Irotn the i^ghboturhood of MaiH^ 
Ohester^ these evik had been, thus happily avert* 
ed^ ^nd, notwithstanding the geiDeral distreaa 
whi^h then preiraiied, this disttiat otmtinued to 
enjoy a staj^ of tranquillity. 
' This immediate CeroUnation of impendtn|^ 
danger^ formed a striking cooitraat to thq oc<mr-i 
rencoS of 18 IS, when the windows and chande* 
Jkrs of tihe Manchester Exchange were entirely 
destroyed) Wd the batiding itself set on fire, by 
amofoi which, when compared to the meeting 
of 1817^ was DoBtemptil^ in point of numbersj 
and infinitely more ^o in its qbgect and its cha«« 
^ raster. On this occastpn, no preventive mea^ 
\ sures had been adopted; and aHhqagh the rioters 
I dispersed, 6n the a|>proach of the niiiitary, anti 
I the fir^ was extinguished, they were emboldened 
by success; and re-^^embling in the evening 
to the great terror <tf the inhabitants, broke the 
lamps and windows in several parts of the town. 
The miiitery again succeeded in dispersing thaxi ; 
but none oS th^ir leaders had been apprdiended^ 
fiottiing hiui Qi:curr^ to d^uap their spirits^ 
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Disturbteoto continaaUy ooeiirmcl» in the iieigii^ 
iMmriDg towns and villages; a greal namlyer 
of buiMingB were piirtially br whnliy demo^ 
Jidied ; aod many livfes were lost, by the arms 
«8ed in the protection of prirate property, an4 
by the nmskets and; the labres of t^ military. 
A dweUing*4iouse and a; factory were set fire to 
by the mob^ and entirely consumed, arid serierat 
MSasGinations were committed. At length the 
•trong arm of the law rertofeml the country to a 
state of tmnquillity. Special conmiiisions were 
t>pened at* York, Lancaster, and Chester, for the 
trials of the rictters ; and besides those who were 
transported or impriseined) noie^ than 127 atoned 
fer their crimes tipbn the gallows. 

Thus we see that in 1812> when th^ mob were 
allowed to make th^ first attack; the most riiiri- 
ous con^uences ensued ; whilst in l8t7, when 
greater dangers threatened to derastateihe c6un« 
try, when die jacobinicod prrnoiples, which began 
with the French revolution, had acquired a 
stronger growth, and a much greater degree of 
distress had swelled the numbers of tke malcoti^ 
tents, the bold, the decisive, the judicious mea* 
sures adopted, dispelled at once the threatening 
cloud. Had the mob dared to oppose the miti- 
tafy in the rapid advance they made to surround 
the hayings, doubtless l>k>od must have been 
spiUed, and if the soidiefs had been assaulted, 
some lives might have been lost ; but even if such 
untoward events had occurred at the moment. 
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how light would have been the calamity com^ 
pared to those already described ! Fortu- 
nately there had been little or no previous 
military drilling; no clubs, stones, or pis- 
tols prepared; no public leader, who had dis^ 
tributed his orders, as to their resistance; no 
banners denoting death, or the completion of 
their wishes ; no phalanx of radical refoimers, 
linked together, with a determination to stop the 
progress of the civil or the military power; no 
€ommand6r-in*^ief to raise a shout of defiance 
against the protectors of the peace, and to order 
his rebel army '^ to put them down and keep 
them down;" the mob immediately fled; the 
leaders were delivered up to justice; and peace 
throughout the district was restored. , 

And is it possible that the Magistrates and 
other Public Functionaries, who so well deserved, 
and who received the thanks of Government, 
and of their fellow-townsmen, can at once change 
their nature and their character ? Can huma- 
nity at once become barbarity ? Can wisdom 
become folly, and prudence insanity ? 

Blush for your credulity all ye, who , have 
listened to the slanderous falsehoods, so indtt>^*<^ 
triously circulated by the vilest of the vile ; recal 
your hasty judgment ; await with patience, till 
all the truth can be developed, nor doubt that in 
the end, your censures will be converted into 
praise, your detestation into gratitude. 
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Sinc^ the tidae.df the filatdbet Meeting, a g^t \ 
Kmelioratiou'' has tiaken place, in the Gondition 1 
of the labouritig classes, not only from the fall ' 
in the price of provisions, but from the compa-1 
rative abundance of employ -^ and although mdny ' 
<rf the weavers still suffer privations from the 'W 
iBcantiness of their wages, they are, for the most 
part, fidly employed ; nor can there be a doubt 
ths^t the earnings, of a given number o£ families, 
taken promiscuously, which are engaged in weav- 
ing,^ exceed those, of an equal number of fami^ 
lies, employed in the agricultural counties. 

With the foregoing exception,* the grieat body \ 
of the working classes, in thid district, are in a \ 
prosperous state. 

It is much to be lamented, that this improved 

» A very great proportion of the labouring classes, in- 
cluding splmierSymachiae-makers,iron-foande]['s> colliers, brick> 
setters, carpenters, &c. &c., were probably, irhen we consider 
the piices of proyisions and clotiies, never in a better stated 
except as to politics and religion, than at the present time. 

b Although the condition of the working classes is so m uch 
improved, yet great embarrassipent, and in some instances 
distress, are still experienced by many of their employers. At 
;the first dawn of improvement the workman feels relief: whilst 
his master may be many years in recovering hialosses,.shoald he 
even be so fortunaUi ,as not to sink under their pressure. On 
the other hand, depressions in trade are instantly felt by the 
master^ long before, the generality of the workmen experience 
their effects. Such is the case at the present moment: the late 
'distorbances have gr^tly injured the autumnal trade, t<o the 
Jierious loss of the masters ; although as yet the effects are 
4jcarcely felt by the workmen in general. 
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State of. things liad Dot bien uttewled with a coN 
responding degree of cheerfulness and gratitude 
If the rebellious condu^st^ that has manifested 
itself, had been confined to ihose who feel the 
bitterness of distress, it would, at' leasts admit of 
palliation ; but this is hy no means the case ; 
for though numbers of the poor weavers have 
been induced, by the proaoiseof a division <tf 
property, to join the malcontents, they jire, in 
general, less hostile to Government than thos^ 
emidoyed in other branches of trade, who, thek* 
wages being very sufficient, haire no just cmmt 
of complaint* 

Having thus adverted to circumstanoies, that 
bear a more distant reference to the proceedin^^ 
of the 16th. of August, I shall now ptx>ceed with 
those more immediately connected with that 
eventful day. 

A regular and well-organic^ system of mili* 
tary training, had been carried on by the M- 
formers with the greatest perseverance, over a 
vast extent of country ; at first with secresy, and 
generally by night. As the summer advanced, 
their numbers and their confidence tinoreaaed ; 
their detachments marched* with drums and 
bugles, to distant places, (particularly on San- 
days) commanded by officers selected by them- 
selves, to whom they paid implicit obedience* 

Pikes^ were fabricated* of simple yet iagenious 

»*■■-.. 1-1 

« The pikes are of various shapes, but the principal part of 
Uiem are formed of two pieces of iron that occupy the space oT 
m connDOo carving-kiife and fork, so as to b« easily conoeakd 
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mnd dangerous construction, though not publicly 
^exhibited ; and so confident of success had they 
become, that their iqsolence was insufferable : 
a general division of property, and a terming* 
tion of all taxation, were considered inevitable; 
silver was rapidly disj^ppearing from circulation ; 
and many instances occurred of rents being 
purposely withheld, under the icjea that ^ rq- 
iirolution woqld cancel all such obligationis. 
The consteri^ation^, that prevailed, was indescri- 
bable. 

But the amost powerful engine, used by tl^e 
?referniers, was the press ; its liberty was de- 
'^rade4 into the most depraved licentiousness ; 
publications of impious and revolutionary tei^- 
depcy, addressed to the passions and prejudices 
of the populace, were industriously circulate4 : 
The reformers were urged to arm themselves, to 
resist the Government, and the Constituted Au- 
itborities^ and, ia language not to be misundef'-- 
jstood^ to hold themselves prepared to join in 
open rebellion. 

Schools had also been Qst$k,blished, for the 
avowed purpose of inculcating defiance of 9}Sl 
governnotej^t, ^nd contempt of all religion. 

^bovltbe pef^om tie logger piece is poiifte4 a9 f spear, yd%h 
i fcrriile or screw at the otber extceiQity« vhich can instantly 
be fike4 upon a stick or staff: the shorter piece of iron is bent 
like a sM^ythe at one end, and in sharp like an axe at the other, 
and passing throu^ a hole in ike middle part of the longer 
iron, and secured by a pin, Ibnns t<](getker a» imtnunent parti- 
(foltfly al^apted'ta act ^^ cavalry* 
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To form an adequate idea of the impending 
danger^ and the alarm it had excited, the reader 
is requested to peruse the resolutions, and the 
declaration, adopted at the meeting of the Magis- 
trates and principal inhabitants, held on the 9th. 
of July; as well as the address of the Grand Jury 
of the Quarter Sessions for the hundred of Sal • 
ford ; both of which are inserted in the Appen- 
dix. The declaration was signed by above 2,400 
persons. (App. Nos. 4, 5.) 

It was the invariable policy of the reformers, 
to intimidate the loyal, by calling every one a 
spy, who exerted himself for the preservation 
of the peace, and under the cant term of being 
Olivers, they were marked out for assassination. 
Thus Mr. Birch, the Constable, who had made 
himself obnoxious to the reformers, by his exer- 
tions in the apprehension of Harrison, was shot, 
at Stockport, and narrowly escaped with his 
life ; and on Sunday the 15th. of August, the 
day preceding the meeting, Shawcross, a Con- 
stable of Manchester, and a Special Constable, 
who accompanied him, were attacked, with- 
brutal violence, were nearly murdered, and were 
forced on their knees to abjure their allegiance^ 
merely because they approached a party of 
reformers, at the time they were engaged in 
military manoeuvres.^-^Instances of similar out- 
rage continually occurred. — (App. Nos. 6, 7, 8.^ 

In the mean time large bodies of Reformers 
assembled every night, in that part of the town 
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of Manchester, called the New Cross; producing 
continual disturbances, and exciting the most 
serious alarm ; it was highly dangerous for any 
well dressed person to attempt to pass in the 
evenings being sure to be either grossly in- 
sulted or violently attacked. On several oc- 
casions, when the Constables and Beadles 
attended to restore the peace, they were as- 
saulted, and severely bruised ; and so daring had 
these rioters become, that even the Boroughreeve 
and Constables, when accompanied by the De- 
puty Constable, and a number of Assistants^ 
had great difficulty in escaping from the over- 
whelming numbers that enclosed them, and 
assailed them with clubs and paving stones ; to 
their personal exertions, and undaunted resolu- 
tion, they owed their safety, though not before 
several of the party had been severely wounded. 
The military were harrassed by being repeatedly 
called to protect that part of the town, the 
Civil Power being wholly incompetent to the 
duty, although their numbers had been very 
greatly increased. (App. No. 9 J 

Another novel feature of the times, was also 
observable — a regular system of espionage was 
generally practised 5 the motions of those, who 
were known to be active, in preserving the pub- 
lic peace, were strictly watched ; and if two or 
more persons were conversing in the street, 
some of the reformers would frequently s4[>proach 

them> and listen to their discourse. At other 

B 2 
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times i\i6 case was reyerse^, and the retbimer^ 
maae ms6lent and taunling observations/ pur* 
j)osely to be heard by any respectabfe person 
Ihey might meet or pass. 

Stteh wds the disorganized stftle of Manches- 
ter and the neighbourhood, prior to the l6th. of 
August: nothing was wanting, bui a collected 
display of their physital strength, tofiH up the 
measure of audacfous confidence on the par* 
of the reformers, and of dismay to the peaceable 
inhabitants. 

How thts display was brought abou^ forms^ 
the most important part of the present in^Uiiry. 

The first call for the late public tneeting of 
p^rmers, in Manchester, appeared in the Ob- 
server" of July 31, being appointed to be held oil 
the 9th. of August; amongst other objects, ^'fo 
consider the propriety, of the unrepresented 



i A. The obscrrotioiis . her^ aftded to wete geoenll^ lii^h is 
tfa^ following -^ " You^ may rich ta dity bat it will be my turn 
next ;" or, "before I am much older FB either have that coat or 
some other as good ;^ or othef mmtlar expressions, aU tending 
to one point, thig expect&titili bf kH ^^ly divisi6ii of {irtj^rty. 
Pfes^ii^ fehiffiiy ^in^ ladies ^ g^^nfeir ^^ «tk«y ifiMtt^ ; 
ot atai^hijg; ih ^VBft oil tii? ii^t-patb, Iq obtige dfliefiB t« go 

. ifpoa thd paveitieuty aud n^t uufre^entty throwing stones or 
turnips, &c* at respectable persons^ were other public demon- 
strations of the sake spirit. 

« W^feHev^l* the Ob^rVfer ^aper is alltKfed to, Ihe rtkdfer 
^ffi^i^iie^tdLixedi* ih^mud, that tte Mttidi^tet* dbierfi^ tte 

. ttf loil j^rnal vi Mm: cadicalrieiottiers^ iji a)oii^ rK<en^d to. , 
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inhabitants of Manchester, electing a p^t^tt t* 
represent theto in PariJament.'^ On the day 
this notice appeared, the Magi^tratei^ (a^^iiH 
t^ltd ^t the New Bailey Court House) gar* 
public notice, foi^biddihg siich ** Ille^ Meet^ 

On the 7th. of August, ftppfea*ed in the OtM 
Server, a lettet-, sig^ned J. T. Saxloh^ to thid effidt j 
that the Meeting ha^ihg been deimid ille^> 
by an ernitiettt Barrister, who had been con- 
sulted on the occasion, Svdrfd not be held j tibd 
in the same |xaper, a public Meetii^g WAS i^p^ 
pointed to be held on the I6th. of August, "t* 
consider the propriety of adopting the Most 
kgal and efiectual meau^ of obtaining a t^oitft 
in the Commons' House of PaHiament.'* f-^pp* 
Np^. J 2, 13. J 

To a Meeting, fot such a purpoi^e, it Vraa 
impossible to object, it is admitted, on all side^/ 
tliat to discuss grierahces, tr supposed griev^ 
iiMtSy knd to {>eKfidti the Legislature, aW the 
inalienable righta of Brtlish subjects, the gi-ottd 
but\)v^ark of oulr liberties. 

Btttwhd, that posseifees Common understand- 
ing, can for a moment bellete, that the di^cus- 
^roh of grrevlancefe ^w^s the rial (^ject in vie^? 
Mr. liunt himself, in a flaming placard, pbsted 
in every public situation, says, " our enemies ai^e 
exulting at the victory they profess to have ob- 
tained ovferus, inconsequence of the POSTfONK- 
atHYfOfa Wtek of the public Meeting intended 
to have been held on Monday last." — Here is a 
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voluntary confession, that a petition to Parlta* 
ment, was not the object : the gradations to the 
ultimate view of the reformers, are, petitiop, re- 
monstrance, a display of physical strength, and 
revolution: — the two first had, for a time, 
amused their followers, but they had lost their 
charm, — something novel vvras indispensable, 
and the election of a representative was the tub 
thrown out to amuse the whale^ (^PP- ^o. \i,J 

The editor of the Observer was also well aware> 
that mere petitioning would not induce their 
forces to assemble; their palates required a 
higher seasoning, and accordingly, it was plenti- 
fully diffused, in the pages of the Observer, for 
some weeks, previous to the meeting. It would 
tire the patience of the reader, to wade through 
the whole of them — a few specimens will suffice. 

On the third of July, we find the Observer re- 
commending assassination, in the following terms* 
** Who, but a fool, c^n expect open resistance, 
by an unarmed people, to succeed, when they 
have spies among them ready to betray their 
plans, and bayonets at their bfeasts, to execute 
all the mandates of our tyrants ? No ! our re- 
sistance must be secret, our plans must be di- 
vulged to none. Let every man, determined to 
be free, think and acl for himself. Let his ac- 
tions be the first promulgation, to the world, of 
his thoughts." But, as all his forces, are not 
yet sufficiently depraved, to engage in assassi- 
nation^ the editor gives us more play fill hints of 
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the object in view ; thus, amongst the toasts of 
the Blackburn reformers, given in the Observer 
of July 6, we find "a speedy reform, if possi- 
ble without confusion, but if noty REFORM." 
As this humour may not be understood by all 
his readers, he addresses them in the same paper 
in a voice of thunder ** It cannot at this mo- 
ment be unknown, to Sidmouth, Castlereagh, 
or Canning, that in spite even of their favourite 
suspension law, the nation is resolved to speak, 
at one and the same time, in a voice of thunder 
too — in a language not to be misconstrued-^ 
and with a firmness not to be subdued." And 
on the 14th. of August, he again spurs them to 
advance, by describing the immense multitude 
expected to attend on the following Monday. 
*^ This Meeting (he says) will doubtless be the 
most numerous one, that ever took place, either 
in London, or any other place in Great Britain : 
It is probable, the population of the town 
' will, for that day, be at least doubled ; " or in 
other words, holding out the idea, that fuUjr 
100,000 strangers would attend it. 
Those who have not yet opened their eyes to 

the slanderous falsehoods,^ so industriously cir- 

" ' ' ■ ■ ' I 'I 11 ii .11 ■ I ii 

^ That once respectable paper, the Star, on the 25ih. of 
September, contains the following passage on the Imthoiity df 
the Chairman of a Meeting of Reformers held-at Birminghanr: 
— " He believed, however, the tragedy was all previously ar» 
ranged, the measures taken, the campaign decided on : circum- 
' stances C6ns})ired to prove this. The field where this battle 
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^alat^d against the Manchester Yeomnniy, wil| 
fancy them all bqsilv engaged immediately 
Wor^ Ibe meeting of the l6\h. of August, puttiiiof 
a finer edge upon their sabres, than the hurried 
cutler had time to produce ; but these exquisite 
Reveries vanish into air, when we learn, fronji 
the Observer of Jul^ 17> that "The stupid boo- 
bies of Yeomanry Cavalry, in this neighbour- 
hood,^ have only just ms^de the discovery, thaik the 
ifiindandthe musclcy of the country, are at length 
imited; ?,nd the poor dunghiUs Have, during the 
h^X week, been forming ^nd broiling themselves 
to death, in getting their swords new grovnd^ 
i^nd their pistols examined with the minutest 
.^prutiny," I can scarcely preserve n^y gravity, 
thopgb engaged op so serious a subject, at the 
JftCil^ the Giant-Jciller stories which have assail^ 
.p(\y eyesiij whilst searching for the authoriti^ 
coq^atned in the Appendix. 

waa to be iougkt, the field where th^f hal^brcd so}di^ w«fe 
4^ i^gnalize themseWesi^ wi^s cle^ir^d of every oWtswIe, ^at 
«ouM iippede the full exercise of their yalour :: nay^ more, ibe 
Infirmary plaisters were already spread^ to dress the woiiads, 
3they had previonsly determinetd to infitct; and the sahre w«s 
whetted to the perfection of caltiAg a straw asunder^' The 
slanders circulated hy the Btar are sl^ SHnre mischievous th^ 
^ve» those inserted in the Times^ being generally conveyed in 
Ithe gfirb of letters from Correspondents^ or with quijifying 
«bservati(M^ such as the following. The Star of October 24* 

«ays, " It was stated some time s^o that Mr. , the cutter^ 

liad been employed ^o whet the swords of the Yeomanry a dajj 
-•Hfr two before the 16th. ; we could not credit the statement; but 
Mr. Harpier ha^ announced that he means to prove that m 
•ordel: was actually issued for that purpose.'* 
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The simple hjstory ^ all the tll^s we kbire 
heard of sharpenirig fabric is briefly this; Oii, 
the: 7th.. of Jiily! Gorernment ilsued prders to. 
the Cheshire aiel Maiich^ter Yeomanry Qtyp^lry^ 
thm^jB^ the Xords Lieutenant of those eQuaties^ 
to! i hold jttesmsetees in readiness^ a(^d 0099^. 
queptly (mo^ti.of the Manchester. Ca?aj[ry s0j^^ 
their arms M;the sa^ne cutler, which the corpSi 
dunngtheiJast. war hitd emplojnedy.to put then 
iDrioofldS^on ;; .this Was a month be/ore /i^?[ 
Manobester^ meeting of reformers had. beep ,ad^ 
voi^iseii {dpp'tNo. 15,) _ 

The grossness of the terms lavished on the 
Y^om^wyf *!4 on the Magistrates ^fA the 
Town's QI8c^^,^.jiis* priorto the meeting of ! the 



. . s AA^> loBg;tuRif4f S0^in«t tte YeoBlaiur^x the Qhs^rr^ 
of the^7tb. Jaly,piv>ceeds-*-'' Wliat t)iegr sm^cL^g^c, dotliejr Pr 
they iiave heafd rumours among the poor wearers of pijkes, have 
they ? ' And now shrink back f hrave fellows T aim well they 
may^ for halfa Wzen titogry> <^g^^^^^rl> wolfiieai'up'ic' 
^flideiiMif&of ^Ycoinavf €lnrid^ • ■ /.h-W ) .: ]^: .. 

yoi^ and ypur d^iet r^ourcay hut whilst the ;worId laughs ^l 
yMki foib'kssi, I' b6jfe tii^liihtiiin wiRiiot ^rgWW enter yoi/ 

Uk^lQ^oini iMdd^ nok >m jadilal euitebe^ is l^fisMSM^ 

I9^w4. tft>;t^ ;FNf«tflf th^ojMWYprs, *? ^^Mifa 

9tr;^ terror, i^to the brea^ of aU. loyal w^i fW^h ^^ 
jects At this moment thousand!^ are bound, by ihis tyrannical 
thraldom, and dare hot; in- cbnseqtl^nce, tftltfe any pari id oppo- 
f^tion to the radicals^ whose OMasures .they deprecate, whb9#' 
principles they i^i!. They, are iQipres^ed. wit£ ^e ftelitC! 
•* '■'^' ■'■ - c ■ '' ' ' ~ 



Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



jitp^n tti6 wftUsf^ i^eetded all bornds of decency 
^h^ met Ite eyt in fttttj diieatitm.. Th«ir 
#|^^t^vvla^ *b cmvhaee ttvk |9eb)ple tbai the Qiiil 
]Pi^«r im i&i^d^afaftf fe^ble^^^he Teoniaibrf to>^ 
tlAf inofflcieitt'^tte Reg^ta^i frieadljzl toitte 
AUiKtal Vefortn^rd) anad only wi&il«ii% an t>pi»>iw 
filUity to j^li eh^ fank^;^ th»l th« piMmr imcl 
ibce^dli^y of ttiiek: fcn^ wtre to fittfatjestttu. 
fe^sb^, ^^ ttmt the DMAet Mf his aiAfarenis 
Wai 00^ ^eyeffiVhefmmg) aj^ tf^ ^More success i» 
those^ who joined iu the great wtM^ oif revo^ 
kitioli. ' ' ' ' . ' 

* Tbe^iK^tic^ for t^ ^aitig hiing K^^m^eyti 
10 thfe pPiAifie lA atrfeity legal t€ms» no attets^ 
were made to forbid twr to prcTcnt it t akid ai» 
«Wttgfi uterly the M4w)Ie ^ tte nwpectaWe in- 
j^ibitairts deplore* or dreaded itar approach, no 
vigoiir bi^^ond tbe taw-^no coercive m^sawres 
we^.a^d^pted, on tbe p^oasios.. 7^e peaceable 
and well-disposed inhabitenis ^ism^ i&Ott ^ara^ib* 
ly^lrie^biimiij^^ fiultter^Hii^p«osting^ bills, ^< to 
i^etti^kihltt tl^iir owS iwiuses; IWid^ kefep thefr 
cliitilren imd servants witiirin ^oon^V*^ and to this 
sffelW^ii^Jiofjp^^d,^^ tftken by ijhgi 

ftiAd^l einjMiJ^itiemts to* pDOttioti^ itb Jadopli^H^ 
fitomfeet^,' AsftHtftheHdse W€Wldihaire ifttre«ii«(l 
th^ crowd,^ knd mtiltipried the talainjty, have 
t)een preserved frcwn every ipjnry. / .| 

fi^ai if the i^fbrmers obtain eyen a jbemporary aacoadancy, aS 
torolled in the Biiatck Book wift hh samficeilr ' 
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^' constaiitljr entreated the pe6p4e tit 44oift i^ 
»ww ¥^#i«W i4q^s» l^2^k4*^ borB i^ a i:9w4*A 
o«Mi4^pr9)>W i^pciri^ «f tte^ni,wiight, if ftWjt 

was too pol^iic a general r^ b^^^l feaew <fept 
the Magistrates had taken every precaution, to 
prevent surprise mid devastation ; ^nd that in 
jiddilK)n to the Regulars and^the Maiichesler 
WecMtoanry, the Whole of tke Clreshire Yetimiattr^ 
inhere to fee itt attendance. ' . r / ^ . 

At length the morningtrf • the l6th.^ A^^A 
arrived-— the weather ^was serene— bnt dfsina^ 
j&nd anxiety were depicted dn every xjouiitenuncel 

For any indivi'd^al to give a correct aceautit 
4&f'all th^dircumsiances of that eventfurrheetitig^^ 
from hisi own actual knowliidge, is owt of %6 
reach of possibility. The plan t shitl pufsiie^ 
In niy attempt t6 convey z faithful "picture tb^he 
'puT>lte, will be,,jfr5^/, to give a j^tfeiri^ni (S/ Sft 
1 witnessed on flie occasion, and tS eld thii^'wi^ 
the least possiMe influence, arilsing frbiii tfie #r(& 
4ngsar the opinions of others, 1 slwll give a ver^ 
%atim copy of a narrative, I Wrote at the retJuieSt 
of a friend, about sixweekii ^gd. It was not 
intended for the prelss, ^or*hkdT* retained a 



* "Wd^.tihe Star Paper of Sept. l4tk, iBTthe a<jcirtintl&f 
itfacfdiiui^rgiveiiMtlie f[mmiiM Ane^ ^ ' "_^ 

<32 • ■ 
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copy, but that difficulty has been removed Iby 
hiB kindness. 

To this X shall subjoih other accounts/ as takeii 
from the public prints^ with such obsehrAtiomi 
as may be necessary to elucidate the subject^ 
leaying it to the patient reader, from these rari« 
ous views of the same subject, to fohn his own 
opinion of the whole. ^ 



On .the morning of the 16th. of .August^ ac- 
companied by Mr. — ' , I proceeded* 0|i 

horseback, upon the turnpike-roa^, leading .tip 
Stockport ^ and at & place palled Ardwick Green, 
distant 1^ mile from the M^chester ExohaqgOt 
ve met a regiment of reformers, marching^ in 
file, principally t^ir^ deeps but there being a 
dumber of men acting as officers who formed a 
fourtl]( i;anV, the appearance, at a distance, was 
1^ if they were four deep. 
] . The tojb^l number I computed to be fropi 1400 
U> 1^00^ and I formed this estimate, from the 
j^coUeption of the regiment of volunteers^ conar 
maJ^ded by my late brother, when mustering 
about 800, having occupied about half the spacer 
jom the same ground. This body of ^reformers 
marched extremely well, preserving the step, 
^hough without music; the distinctness of the 
files surprised me, and the distances, which were 
rather more open than the space required for^ 
fi^nting, were very accurately preserved ; in the 
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centre of the/^tunn, were about thirty stout 
lads^ ' who kept the step, and about forty 
women^ who walked three, four> and five abreast; 
the ran aftd rear were entirely men, chiefly c^thd 
working classes. They carried two handsome 
colours,^ one inscribed **No Com Laws,'? the 
other *^ Universal Suffrage," and something else 
I could not distinguish. Nearly half of the. men 
carried stout sticks, many had them shouldered, 
and one man particularly attracted my notice, 
from his audacious appearance, having on his 
shoulder a club, as thick as the wrist, roughs 
newly cut, with the bark on, and many knotd 
projecting: my eye being directed to him, he 
shook his club at me, in a menacing manner. 

On passing the rear of the column, I heard 
6ome of the oflScers give the words, left, Vight^ 
to the men, who from some interruption had lost 
the step, and which they attentively recovered, 
though the rear did not march so particularly 
well, astheheadof the column. .1 

Mr. ■ 'and I returned to Manchester by a 
less public road, and at the request of the Ma* 
gistrates, deposed to the foregoing facts, though 
in fewer words. This was about twelve o'clock, 
•at Mr. Buxton's house, which overlooked the 
place of meeting; and shortly after the depo« 
fiition was made, the column marched into the 
field with the colours we had described. 

Immediately afterwards, being a Special Conh 
stable, I joined those who were stationed, iii 
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front of tbe hoi»6^ occupied hy the M agiatrates. 
I was then infbpised) that a diepoeittoh w^ iii 
progress, aial&iig tha danger to be appr^eiuiodi 
from the aieetingi %iA whiofa hiw} hew ugnfA 
aad swora to> by several respectable Ukhabtttnta; 
Ididjaot tfien jcria in the meatuire^ > I mbtod 
with the crowd, where the prtetwe appes^red Uie 
least, and was at ooe time witl)iii about twentyv 
five 3^ards of the hustings, on the side nearest to 
the Magistrates* AUhoikgh ¥» direct^ afiVont 
was eiFered moi the observations, boldly and 
tauntingly made, convinced me of the. revol^t 
tionary tendency of th)& meeting, iafid that!th$ry 
wer/^ confident of eventually overturning the X5of- 
vemment By this circumstance, cotohihfedwith 
the itamense numbers of men, that marched Into 
Jthe field, in military array, with banners, axid 
fiome detachments with drums and music, and 
also having distinctly read, **'Eqiial liepresen?- 
tatidn or Death," on one.of Ike numetoils bam 
ners, I was so firmly convinced bf the impending 
danger, that T went to the house where the 
Magistrates attended, read the d^KMitibn I havfe 
before adverted to, approved it» aoit signed it^ 
^he <>ath was admini^ered, By Mr. Norris^ to 
three or f<>ur gentlemen besides mysdf, .fcf tte 
saoie time. I theh ieft tbe iield, b> see that ttj 
fvirarebobsemen were all at thdr work (those eaa- 
cepted who beted as constables), and both bslX 
went from, and returned to the fitid, I was de- 
tained by lairge bodies of menj nmching inib tl^ 
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tingui^faisd b^ lanrel . leaves, others . l^ amaH 
tedges «if whifce iajtheir hafs. t . v^ 

ShiH^ty after my return. Hunt' and bis par^ 
arrived and mounted the hustings; I saw Jmn 
adckess the crowd, but was too distant !fco he%r 
him. At this: time, a detachmeiit of Manchester 
Yeomahry formed \tk front of the row of booses, 
which adjoin to and overlook the field, in one 
•f whidk as Inefoce nientioned^ the Magistrates 
wereatatiooed; thdt part^of the ground was not 
so crowded, as to impede materially their focm«^ 
iiig« There had previously been, much shoitt*^ 
ing, but on the arrival of tbis detachsnetit of 
yeomsfnryy ia idhreadfill shout of defiance, fat 
exce^fding^ those i.i^ad heard b^foi'e, was imme^ 
diately ^^left, and was instantly returned by the 
' Yeomanry, and (to th^ best ,of my recallection^ 
bufc iof thte I ate boi confident) by ^otat bf the 
constables. : * , ;»,..,. 

. Very ^oiok rhfberwatds, I 9a w Kadin and a 
Qifniber hf assii^nte and constables advance 
tpwanls the httstingS) walkUig deliberately;. at 
their right :hahd the Yeomanry, (befoore meor* 
tidned) proceeded at a ^ow pace, it appeared 
to me,' in^file} bui^from the numbers>befone me 
t cbidd, n<ft §ee divlil^dtly. I wa& alarmed foe 
ttieiir s^t^ j immediately after, they lessened my 
l^jtirehefisidn by incnsaeing their spee4^; whikt 
tieltrto^;' tHid tK)t,s^ a sword used, andl Sj^ 
lemtt^ 4eolar)9 toy £mi belief, tiat. If the crowd 
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had given way to tbeea, no cuts wootd ioLYe bded 
given : a great dust arose when they <][ui<ikened 
their speedy so that I coiild not distingubh all 
that passed, but'certainly I did not see one per- 
son struck with the sabre. 

Shortly afterwards, the Cheshire Yeomanry, 
and the 15th. Hussars advanced, dcirmished, and 
cleared the field : they were followed by two 
pieces of flying artillery. 

The next object which attracted my attenticni 
was Mr. Hay, who made a short speech to the 
CSonstables, saying that Mr. Hunt was to prcK 
eeed to the New Baileys that he had beea 
legdly apprehended, and was under the protiec-' 
tion of the laws, and that he i^ould^n persott 
accompany Mr. Hunt. Apfklause followed this 
short address. Mr. Hunt then came out t)f the 
house, was hissed, but I saw tko otfetrr insult 
offered him ; he was then led ofl^ Attended by. 
Mr. Hay and a party of horse. 

I immediately quitted the ^1d, but seeing a 
troop of the Manchester Ye(MDanry, I went up 
to ad officer I knew, and thanked hini» frOim my 
heart, for the admirable conduct of his corps.. 
I then went home to write to distant friends alt 
account of the proceedings of the di^r, aodf in 
each letter I expressed the most unqualified 
approbation of the sound judgomnt^ispl^ye^bj^ 
the Magistrates, and of tbe excellent condui)ttif 
the Manchester Yemnanry, as weir ^s > of. th/$ 
oAiet troops^ who attended on the cteciskoiEi. I 
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4iad not conversed with any individuftl-^I spoke 
'my honest feelings at the mottient, and ttiy opi-^ 

'tiions remain unchanged. I had no idea that 
any blame could possibly attach, either tb 
the Magistrates, or to the civil or military bodies 
under their command. , 

• -^ ■"'■ -■ , 

The only corrections I am now enabled tiof 
make, in the substance of the foregoing relation, 
^re the following. I have as^certained, b^' ntost 
unqii^stfohaWe testimony, that the Yeomabfy 
advanced to the hustings by six^s ; had I been 
aware of this circJumstance; at the time, it would 
hWve lessetted the great anxiety I felt for thdl^ 
isafety, tliobgh It would by no means have re- 
tttbved it altogether. I saw, that the advance 
Was only from the flank nearest to the house, 
'where the Magi^rates h)aid assertrbled, and frorti 
^khe im^erfibct view, whibh the intert)05itioii of a 
fiumbet x)f constables allowed me to take, the 
uiivance appeared to me tobeiti^le. I have 
also ascertained that j^ CoAstabfes did joitt the 
yfedrnaiir^ in reinmittg the shotrt. With th* 
ejcception ^ these two slight variations, I an^ 
ready to attest rtife truth \>i*the foregoing narv^ 
th^^'on oatii. ' - 



tii <Sife iee^rtd pl^ce, I insert the account of 
th^ iWefetSftg, to given ill Wheelers' Manchester 
Ctifoii*clef«f Aug«^ 'ei'st., pointing out in tlm 
notes ev^yy.pasjfage^, in jiif^ticdi I h^vc pmitte^ 
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or altered, or mtrodaced* a single word A 
cause must be a bad one, that requires the slight-' 
e^t reservation -—one that would stand in need 
oT such a subtei^uge^ if I know myself, I should 
be the last to defend. 

After some introductory remarks, the Editor 
enters upon the subject of the meeting of the 
16th. August in the following words : 

" At length Monday arrived. Early in the 
morning the various responsible authorities' were 
on the alert. The Magistrates, the Borough- 
reeves andConiitables of Manchester andSalford^ 
a numerous^ body of Special Constables, many 
of them men of the first consideration^ and the 
various force of military and artillery, were in 
motion for their appointed duties. The latter 
consisted of oui^ own Yeomanry Cavalry, under 
Major TraflFord ; the Prince Regent's Cheshire 
Yeomanry Cavalry, under Lieutenant Colonel 
TowAsend 3 the 15th. Hussars, from the Barracks^ 
under Lieutenant Colonel Dalrymple > ardetach- 
xnent ofthe 88th« foot, now stationed in the King- 
street Barracks, under Colonel McGregor y some 
piieces of Rojral Horse Artillery, under Major 
Dyneley y and a detachment of the 3 1st. foot, 
under Lieut.*Col L'Estrange, the able, intelli- 
gent, and active officer, who commanded the 
whole, and made idlthe necessary arrangements- 
for the occasion. Early ia the morning the fol* 
lowing notice, printed on a veiy large sheet of 

• ^ThewrdvMdbytheEiUtoriwi 
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paper and in bold characters was carefully po^- 
cd upon the walls of the streets : — ^AugustlSth., 
1819 : The Boroughreeves and Constables of 
Manchester and Salford most earnestly recom- 
mend the peaceable and well-disposed inhabi- 
tants of those towns, as much as possible, to re- 
main in their own houses during the whole of this 
day, Monday, August 16th instant, and to keep 
their children and servants within doors.* 

** At deven o'clock in the forenoon the foflow- 
mg Magistrates assembled at a gentleman's1)ouse 
in Mount-street, which commands an imme- 
diate and uninterrupted view of the whdle area 
of ground near St. Peter's Church in which the 
Meeting was to take place ; viz. — the Rev. Mr. 
Hay; the Rev. Mr. Ethelston; Mr. Wright; 
Mr. Marriott; Mr. Norris; Mr. Trafford ;* the 
Rev. Mr. Mallory; Mr. Hulton; Mr. Tatton; 
Mr. Fletcher; Mr. Silvester; and Mr. Feiiden. 
The Special Constables assembled on .the ground 
soon after; the military were halted in various 
suitable stations, retired from the public ground. 

'** The radical reformers now began to make 
their formidable appearance. They marched 
in regiments, under regular leaders, and all the 
appalling insignia. Caps of Liberty, &c., which 
had been long preparing for what they consi- 
dered to be a most glorious day. As they progres- 
sively advanced to the hustings they were re- 
ceived with the loudest acclamations, with huz- 

* Mr. Trafford joined the body of Magistrates after the 
afprehensioD of Hunt 
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zas, and *he clapping of l*^"«l^-^'^?*J^ 
eWen o'clock a strong p-rt, --^^^ 
files of four and five -breast ^-*^ 7^ 
colours and banners; one '^^^^''^^. ^ .^^ 
Laws ;" surmounted with tl^e Cap of L.be 
This was from Stockport. --At a ^^^''^ ^ 
twelve, another body marched m Irom 
g.te, in files, with a bugle, -^^J -_!!;V 
surmounted with the Cap of Liberty. _ 
party followed from the same sticet 
women in single files, ^«d ™-« "^ ^ . 
in double files, with a A-S '""'^"^f., 
>„otto. and « Union Female Society of R.- 
~Anotl>er party marched m from St 

Road, direct up to the ^^f ^S^' -■ .f 
u J • »* 4^welveo clock, witU 
party marched m at tvveix^ 
■f^ • J fl « accoropamed >\ii> 

of music, and a flag, a-«^^ I; , 

/•.... • ,v,;<-W women were n 
for the hustings, m ^hic ^^^ ^.^ 

At this time thehustxogs- ^^^^ ^^^^ 
eight flags or banners Ay .^o. ^^^^^ ^^^ 

.ands standing rouo^ „^^ addressed V.. 
Sw.fi, a reform orator- ^ ^^^^ ^^ 

ing, and on ending aer -At half-ptv: 

zas were given, by ^Y^nks. and a large 
another cart, witl> P' ^^ tl,e hustings- 
were brought, to *,^, ^^^ a body of wo 
quarter before one *=V^ -^ with music ; ai 
treble files, marct*^** ^f ^en, four or ft- 
after, a great nunt»t'^'^^^ beating, music | 
inarched in, with ^*'**c;ap o^ Liberty hoii 
^ red pol«, with tl»^ 
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zas, and -the clapping of Imnds. — At half-past, 
eleven o'clock a strong party marched up in 
files of four and five abreast, with various 
colours and banners ; one inscribed " No Com 
Laws ;" surmounted with the Cap of Liberty.-— 
This was from Stockport. — -At a quarter before 
Jtwelve, another body marched in from Deans- 
gate, }i^ files, with a bugle, and two colours, ono 
surmounted with the Cap of Liberty.— ^Another 
party followed frongi the same street, with 
women in single files, and men on each side 
in double files, with a flag inscribed with a 
piotto, and " Union Female Society of Roy ton." 
— Anotlier party marched ini from St. Peter's 
Road, direct up to the hustings.— ^Another 
party marched in at twelve o'clock, with a band 
of music, and a flag, accompanied with a cart 
for the hustings, in which women were riding. — ^ 
At this time the hustings were filled with men^ 
eight flags or banners flying, and several thou-* 
sands standing round with hats off. — -George 
Swift, a reforni orator, now addressed the meet- 
ing, and on ending his speech, four or five huzi» 
zas were giveuj by order.—rAt half-past twelve, 
another cart, with planks, and a large chair^ 
were brought, to add to the hustings. — ^At ^ 
quarter before one o'clock a body of women, ia 
treble files, marched in with music; and soon 
after, a great number of men, four or five deep, 
inarched in, with drum beating, music playing, 
^ red pole, with the Cap of Liberty hoisted; i|^ 
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blue fiagi motto, " Unity and Strength ^^ and a 
green flag, motto, "Parliaments annual." Grea^ 
shouts from the hustings welcomed this party, 
Twa other flags were then marched iq. At this 
time twelve flags appeared, and were so arraug* 
^d as to form a road up to the hustings.* 
. **The whole had every appearance of military 
array, and were totally unlike that of a body of 
people met for deliberation " 

** At a quarter past one a very large procession 
advanced from Deansgate, headed by an open 
carriage, with a woman iq front, who bore an4 
brandished a flag with an inscription. In the 
car were five persons, one of whom gav^ a sigh^ 
for a general shout on approaching tl^e hustings. 
Of these parties were Mr. Hunt, I^night, John- 
son and Moorhquse, who immediately mount^cl 
the hustings.'' 

1 The description given thus far is so very fi^ithful a picto^re^ 
that any comments are unnecessai-y. 

"» This passage appears to me to be perfectly correct, but 
as it embraces matter of opinion, I keep it distinct from the 
foregoing paragraphs, which are entirely descriptive. 

° A Bill of Indictment having been found b^ the Lancast^ 
Grand Jury, at the county assize, against, one of the witnesses 
who had deposed to Moorhouse having been ^ipen the hustings; 
and this circumstance having been trumpeted to the world as % 
proof of persecution against Hunt and his as9eckite8; it beco^e^ 
necessary to state the simple fact that thousands n^M Moorhouse 
elevated above the crowd. Whether he was upQ^ t|ie hustings, 
or the open carriage adjoining them, is surely of po importance, 
since unquestionably he was pfiblicly seen forming one of the 
group. It however answered the purpose of Ur« Uiwl^ ^hQ 
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« Amongst the numerous flags were the Stock- 
port, Oldham, Middleton, Royton, Rochdale, 
Ashton and Saddleworth Union flags. That 
from the last-mentioned place was of a shocking 
description. It was black, with large tassels of 
the same colour ; the inscription, in white cha- 
racters, ^as "Taxation without representation 
fs unjust and tyrannical : Saddleworth, Lees and 
Mossley Union :" on the reverse, " Unite and be 
free ! Equal representation or death !" — Several 
persons had already addressed the assemblage 
at diflerent times from the partly-formed hust- 
ings, desiring them "to form in close order 
round the hustings, and to lock their arms fast 
together, in order to prevent their enemies from 
penetrating amongst them. After this another 

returned triamphantly to M^chester, like a conqueror from 
the field of glory, his carriage drawn by men, and with many 
thoosands in his train. The rabble fencicd their leaders had 
won the day, whilst those, who appeared as evidence 'against 
them, were to suffer the punishment of the law for wilful and 
corrupt perjury. And to give the colour of truth to this ridicfi- 
lous bubble, a fiaming hand-bill was placarded in every part of 
Manchester and the neighbouring towns, describing like a com- 
mon malefactor the person of the respectable individual, upon 
whom t^ey had made this shameful attack. The bill of in- 
dictment was the first of those presented by Hunt's party to the 
Grand Jury, and the only one they found ; others which follow- 
ed, though to the same effect, and attested by the same witnesses, 
were all thrown out ; from which the inference may fairly be 
drawn, that the witnesses, who doubtless swore before the Grand 
Jury-that Moorhonse was not upon the hustings, concealed th» 
circoHistance of bis being elevated upon the bafouche. 
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cart arrived with planks af timber, and more re: 
guTar hustings were formed. A woman also exr 
hibited a white deal board, with the .words 
** Order ! Order ! " painted upon it : when Hunt 
mounted the hustings, he commanded the difr 
ferent musical instruments which were piled 
upon them to be removed j and in a very pe- 
remptory tone also commanded all person^ to 
leave the hustings who did not intend to address 
the meeting. He was immediately called to the 
chair, and addressed the immense congregated 
mass in nearly the following terms : 

"Gentlemen, — I thank you for the honour 
you Ixave done lAe in calling me to preside over 
such an immense, such a tremendous assembly. 
Your enemies had congratulated themselves on 
having gained a complete victory over us 3 but 
it will now be seen, that, instead of gaining a 
victory, they have sustained a shameful defeat. 
They have in fact conferred a favour upon us by 
causing the postponement of the meeting, for 
they have caused at least a double number of 
persons to attend now. I particularly request 
that you will patiently and quietly listen to the 
prpqeedings of tliis day» and I must beg that 
none of you will call " Silence,*' as such call is 
generally attended with uproar and confusion. 
(*then come off the hustings, and don't you 
make confusion !' from one of the mob). I hope^ 
.gentlemen, that if any of your enemies attempt 
to interrupt the proceedings, or cause a riot or 
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distfarbdtaeej that there are some amongst ybii 
iflio possess courage enough to put them down, 
qufet them and keep them down(' why that's kill- 
ing them/ from one of the mob; but not suffici- 
ently loud for iKe demagogue to hear him'). He 
t)rocfeeded, ** I fearfully regret from the vast as- 
sembly tiOvf before me, that I shall not be abl6 
to make myself heard by you all; indeed it 
would be tjuite impossible to do so ; but those that 
do hear me will, I hope, communicate with theit 
tieighbours, and thus every one may be acquaint^ 
ed with the proceedings in agitation. Gentle- 
men, it would be taking up too much of your 
'tim6 to enter ihto a mltiute detail of the proceed^ 
ings that have occurred ih your town, within the 
last ten days. You are all aware that a placard, 
whidi ho bhc cotlld Vead or understand, has beetl 
J)osted up iA all parts of the town,' signed by'^ — - 
Here he was procteeding to make some indecent 
references to the Miagistrates, when the Mait- 
chestcr and Sal ford Yfeoihanry Cavalry suddenly 
Itppe^red on the ground, and formed in line be*- 
fore the house in v^bich the Magistrates "ww* 
placed. Hunt turned to Johnson and ^.^id; 
• Ther45*& a treat for you-' He then said to the 
Jieople, * Stand ifirrti, my friends : you see they 
kre iii disbrder already : give them three cheets/ 
it the sairie tittle taking off his hat and v^aving it 
above his head. The ctteeTs \vere instantly rfe* 
turned by the cavatry atrd the whole t)f the peace* 
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officers, the former brandishing their sabreSi 
whilst huzzaing.** 

, " A $hort consultation now took place amongst 
the Justices, and they immediately issued a 
warrant against Hunt, Johnson* Knight, and 
Moorhouse.— Mr. Nadin, the Deputy Constable 
of . Manchester, was appointed to execute it* 
The Riot Act had bcjen twice read ;P once by the 
Rev. Mr. EtheJston, and once by John Silvester, 
Esq. The rebellious nature of the meeting, its 
numbers and threatening aspect, the warlike 
insignia displayed, the order of march and mili- 
taiy arratngement, many of the reformers having^ 
shoulcfered large sticks and bludgeons as repre- 
i^entative of muskets, coupled with the deposit 
tjiQUs on oath of very many r-espectable inhabi- 
tants as to the consequences that must in their, 
opinion unavoidably flow to lives and property 
from such an immense meeting assembled under 
such influences, and the Magistrates' own view 
pf the whole of this tremendous scene — rendered 

** As far as I am able to form an. opinion from the statements 
of a number of respectable individuajs^ I believe, the foregoing;, 
passages to be also very correct. 

p I did not hear it read, but as t left the ground to look 
after my work-people, as before stated, it might have been read 
during m} absence : I have no doubt whatever as to the fact of 
ks having been read, from the respectable testimony I have heard 
on that point ; hut certainly it wa* heard only very purtially. 
Whether it was at all neces^sary tha| it should be read is not now 
the €|[uestion, my object being to colfect &cts as to the meeting 
itself. ^' , / 
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it imperative to interfere. To have attemptecf 
it by the common means would have been pre- 
posterous, and could only have caused the loss- 
of a great number of fives without a chance 
of completing the object. Mr. Nadin tlierefbre 
took the warranty attended by a host of Special 
Constables. Major Traffbrd of Trafibrd led on 
a squadron of his corps of Manchester Yeo- 
manry to support the Constables^ whilst they 
secured the prisoners.' This was done in a 
steady and masterly style ; but before the Cavalry 
eould reach the hustings, they were assailed 
with stones and insulting language.' Till thus^ 
assailed, no Yeonianry-man used hia sword, eacb 
man having confined himself to waving it over 
his head. Now the duty, of self-preservation 
obliged them to strike, but in very few instanced 
to cut. The Manchester and Salfbrd corps in a 

4 The Chronicle gives this passage as follows : " Mr. Traf- 
ford, a highly respectahle, Cheshire Magistrate^ headed the 
Manchester and Salford Yeomanry, and an order was given ht 
lihe whole to- advance and take their prisoners/' Here is aa^ 
evident error, though of little importance, arising from a great 
[Similarity in the names (^ T. J, Trafibrd of Trafibrd, Esq., 
Commandant of the Manchester Yeomanry, and Trafibrd Traf- 
ibrd of Oughtrington Hall, iu Cheshire, Esq., whose station 
was with Lieut.-Colonel L'E strange, as a Magistrate attending; 
the commanding officer, in case a Magistrate's sanction had- 
keen requisite before the military were ordered up^ 

' The Chronicle gives this passage, '' This was done in a 
steady and masterly style; but the Cavalry had not advanced 
many yards before they were assailed with heavy volUies oif 
stones, shouts of defiance, and the most coarse and insulting: 
language,'' 
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-smiment ^urrquaded the whole hustiogf , and tfee 
^Yii officers proceeded to-seize their prisjoners, 
iimnediately the Cheshife . Yeomanry gallc^ed 
on the ground 4 to them succeeded the 15th. 
Hussars, and, the I^oya,! Artillery Train, whilst 
iiH the various detachments of infantry also 
:advanced. Many of the Cavalry were severely 
bruiged^ princijialty with stones previously pro- 
vided.' One gallajit youth, Mr. John Hulme, 
was struck i^ the face .with a brick* It took 
^way hi^ senses, and be checked his. horse so 
suddenly .that they both fell togetlier. A maa 
iiad also stabbed l^im in the back with a sharp 
instrument, and whilst in this deplorable state* f 
further attempt was made against his life, from 
which he ^as saved by some persons interposing. 
Another Yepmanry-man was unhorsed at the 
isame moment, and his Hfe with great difficulty 
saved. This was near the Quakers' Meeting- 
house, where a furious^ battle raged, in the 
burying-ground there many persons committed 
murderous work from the inclosed walls, till the 
; gates were burst open by a private soldier with 

» The Editor said, "On every side the soldiery were at- 
tacked with the most determined resolution; many of the 
Cavalry were struck to the s^round^ and the reformers attempted 
to knock out their hrains with large stones (previpu^ly provided) 
and sticks whilst lying on the ground.' ' Whether ik% attacks 
on the Cavalry were so general I have my doubts; but I am well 
convinced they were in some cases savage and determined. 

* ''And whilst in this deplorable statq, a feUow with a club 
was about to finish him, when a foot soldi^ bayoneted the v^ 

£ 2 
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the butt-end of his niusket. Many innocent 
spectators had ako been there during the whole 
of the day, as a plac6* of security. At length 
it w^s necessarily cleared by force; and one of 
eur Yeomanry leaped his horse over the wall 
after a reformidr who had been particulariy 
active. This man, it is believed, paid a severe 
penalty for his desperate conduct. To the front 
of these premises a considerable quantity of 
timber was laid, which unfortunately sheltered 
the, refractory from direct approach. Not a 
single shot was fired by any of the military, 
although they were fired upon several times by 
the reformers and their abettors. 



lain, who sprang high from the earth and fell down dead/'* 
The latter part of this passage is evidently an eri*or, for no man 
was found Upon th^ field killed by a bayonet. The 'br<^her of 
the gentleoian, who was so nearly nmrdensd, assures meithat he 
had been sodnformed^bnt b® co^ld, iH^t recollect by whom ; it 
w^ at a time of extreme agitation, when his brother's life was 
despaired of^ and Qot doubting the account, he had communi-* 
cated it to the printer. The confusion which pervaded that 
Jpari: of the field was most idarming, and consequently there is 
great difficulty in collecting correct information, 

i»l4voidtficiaicrtionotthiipaa- have been entirely silent at to tbe 

S4ge, no( as insinuating the slightest assault and provocation which indu* 

doubt of the Yeoman being also vio- ced the Yeomanry to use the sabre 

Icntly struck after his fall ; but a$ my when they arrived near the hustings, 

opinions on that bead have been col- On all matters touching the liberty of 

lected fron depositions, which will be those against whom bills of indictment 

brought before a court of justice, if have been found, I have confined 

the assassin! be discovered, I consi- myself to public documents, or to 

0er myself withheld from stating the circumstances publicly known^ 
' factd. And foe the laxne reason I 
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" A scene of confusion and terror now existed 
which defies description. The multitude pressed 
one another down; and in many parts they lay 
in masses, piled body upon body. The cries 
and minglod shouts, with the galloping of thq 
horses, were shocking. Lieutenant Colonel 
UEstrange, the commander of the troops, re- 
ceived a tremendous blow on the forehead froni 
a brick, which for a moment deprived him of 
sense, and he had nearly fallen from his hoi'se. 
Many of the most reispectable Gentlemen of the 
town were thrown down, ridden over, and tram- 
pled upon. One Special Cojistable, Mr. Ash- 
worth, of the Bull's Head, in the Market Place, 
was killed dead on the spot. Another, Mr. 
l^etty, was borne home laid on a door, by four 
men, dreadfully hurt. Major-General Clay, as^ 
sisting the civil power in his private dress of a 
citizen, Mr. John Mikwre, the Constable, Mr. 
Charles Rider, of Collyhurst, Mr. Thos. Sharp, 
&c. &c. &c., were all forced to the ground by 
the Cavalry. Under the circumstances, these 
accidents were unavoidable: not the smallest 
blame is attached to the military, by those who 
were the temporary sufferers. — It was scarcely to 
be anticipated that great numbers of the reform- 
ers would come to the meeting prepared with 
offensive weapons; but it was the case. A class 
of them were dressed as brewers* servants usually 
are, with long brats that contain pockets. These 
pockets were all filled with stones. Therefore it 
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is manifest^ that, if THE Law fqnnd occasion to 
interpose, a regular system of prevention had 
been arranged to defeat its object. 

^^ The whole of this serious affray If^sted no|t 
inany minutes. The ground was cleared as if by 
;tiagic. During the first few moments^^ the great 
Jielinquenty the monster in human shape to whom 
all these evils must be attributed, was dragged 
by Nadin and others to the Magi3trates, amidst 
the execrations and hisses of every good subject. 
Johnson, the brush-maker, was brought up at 
the same moment. Knight and Mporhouse es- 
caped. Shortly two females, who ha4 come to 
the meeting undep such ideal pomp, and with a 
demeanour the reverse of every thing that roan 
'delights to see in woman, were brought forward. 
One of them, Elizabeth Gaynt, had borne a 
standard in the carriage of Hunt ; . the other was 
much bruised, having received a contusion in ib^ 
face. The splendid banners, the caps of liberty, 
ihe white flag, the black flag,^ and all those in* 
isignia which had inspired such haughty confi- 
dence in tlie sCarly proceedings, and by which 
levery Jtown, village a^id hamlet in their approach 
io St. Peter's Field had been overawed, and their 
peaceable inhabitants been led to the most dread- 
ful suggestions as to what woAild be their fate at 
flight, were levelled with the dust, stripped from 
*he supposed faithful staves to which they had 
t>een triumphantly attached, and doomed tO:a 
^degrading fate. The Stockport troop of the 
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Gh^hire Yeomatiry had secured two t)f these 
trophies, and they are appointed to be publicly 
burnt in the Market-place of that town, devoted 
at the shrine of their Country's cause. One of 
them was a green flag, inscribed * Henry Hunt, 
the undaunted friend of liberty :* on the reverse, 
* Cartwright and universal suffrage :* * Cobbett, 
Wolseley, and Wooler.' The other was a crim- 
son flag, inscription * Let us die like men and 
not be sold like slaves :' reverse, * Liberty is the 
birthright of man.' " 

The Editor concludes this account of the*^ 
meeting with the marching of Mr. Hunt to the 
New Bailey under the protection of the Chair- 
man of the Quarter Sessions. 

In another part of the same paper, it is stated 
•* there can be rio doubt that there were om 
hundred thousand persons in view, collected by 
the attractions of the meeting, comprehending all 
the space th6 eye took in when the. Spectator was 
on the ground. Of this prodigioiis number it 
may be reckoned that ^ve and thirty tliousand 
took an active part in the proceedings, by clos"- 
ing in to the hustings, taking off their hats io 
cheer, and other evident demoi&trations of par* 
tizanship." 

The foregoing account gives th^ character and 
xnrcumstances of' the meeting with great accu«- 
racy ; — the approach of the different parties, and 
the inscriptions on the hampers, are very correct- 
ly delineated ;— all the material points appear t# 
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me to be givea with fidelity, nor ba?e I reason to 
distrust any of the minutiae. 



The third and last account I intend to introduce 
of the meeting is a verbatim copy of that given in 
the Manchester Observer of August 2 1 st. 

IMPORTANT COMMUNICATION TO 
THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 



Bloody Recapitulatioit. 

The Boroughttiongers, and their abettors, have 
at length filled up the measure of their iniquity 
to the brim! — The hand trembles, the heart 
shudders at the melancholy catalogue of cool- 
blooded murder which must this week occupy 
those columns hitherto devoted to the purposeit 
of peace, and to the best interests of mankind.* 
We last week ventured to predipt that the fears 
of the timid were unnecessarily raised, respect^ 
ing the contemplated meeting for reform on 
Monday, and assured our readers, that the dwel* 
lings and persons of the inhabitants of Man* 
Chester would be perfectly safe, provided no 
illegal interference was attempted by the mad- 
ness of official men.— Our predictions were cor- 
rect f — our assurances warranted by our qbser- 
vation. We knew the temper of the radical 
reformers of Manqhester^ and we w€re weH 
dcquainted^itb the tried firmness and prudence 
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of the MAN tvho was invited ta preside over their 
deliberations. Unfortunately, however, we did 
not know or rather would not let ourselves be- 
lieve, the horrible malevolence of those abettors 
of corruption, who are haplessly now in power, 
and have used that power to murder and destroy. 

The miorning of the l6th. was hailed with 
exultation by the many thou sands, whose feelings 
were powerfully excited on the occasion. — At an 
early period numbers came pressing in from 
various and distant parts df the country, to wit- 
ness the greatest and most gratifying assemblage 
of Britons, that was ever recorded in the annals of 
ouu history. From Bolton, Oldham, Stockport, 
MiddHeton, dnd all the circumjacent country; 
■from the more distant towns of Leeds, Sheffield, 
&c. &c. • came thousands of willing votaries to 
the shrine of sacred liberty ; and at the period 
when the patriotic Mr. Hunt and his friends had 
taken their station on the hustiirgs, it is supposed 
that not less than one hundred and fifty thousand 
people were congregated in the area near St. 
Peter's Church. 

Had the day been silfFered to pass over with 
that serenity and peace which the principles and 
the cause of the assembly entitled it to, we 
should have aimed at giving an account of the* 
flags and other civic emblems by which the^eo- 
ple from different towns were distinguished, 
and we could feel happy in thus procrastinating 
the tale of woe; but we must hasten to the bar- 
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barpiis i^^rratiTe, hewerei? ^ibl^trrepttaonrow^ 
minds^ pr however bdrrowing the Retail 19^ 
,pK)Ye to omr readers. 

Mr- Hypt aspendecl the hi^stin^s ahpiit half- 
past pne o'clock, wd after ^ few pre^liwinary 
^rrangf wentSi proceeded to addrWi the iwpeflse 
myjtitude, recoinBne»di«0 p^aqe 9fl4 order for 
their gpyenunenta and upt 9? PW of PW '^ile 
prints asserts '* with lai^£;«ag^ wd suggertipus 
of des|)Cfate and inalevokftt cha^aetpr." Whilst 
thus engagpd> V^i wHhout the shadow of dis- 
order occixrring, or likely to. occui^, we wi?re 
. suFprispd^ though no* alarmed, ^t peri;ei?iiig ^ 
colmaQ of infantry take pos«i^$isk>n of w op^- 
ix^s in the immediate prapio^ui^y of the asseq^- 
bljr J bi^ had h»rdfy tw^for a vpjitioixof tl^pug^^t 
o^ the Ejects wiie^ pi^jr fej^r^ were raisH^d t/^ 
horrpjr, by thef ^ppearaacp of the Maaqhieiiter 
^i^d Salford Yeoip:^nry CavaUy, w)m) c^flfie g«^ 
loping ipto the area^ and pj;^/cee4ed to form w 
line ready for^ action y nor were th^y long d^J^^jr 
ed fron[i their hellish purpose •-r- the Sp^e^iaACoH;- 
stables were called in from their previous itotjk^ 
—the bi?gle sounded a charge-^the l^ers 

€< _^ ^j.jg^ hftwc, 

*' A^d let loose the dog« of war !*' 

and a scene of nfiuFde^ ^nd psu'nage ensued 
which posterity will hesitate tp bi^liev^ and 
which will hand dpwj? the author* and ^feettprs 
of this foul and bloody tragedy lo t^h^ ^2{.e^ra- 
tioi>. qf the 2U5tpnishe<3( wprldi — Meu^ WPWe^^ 
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^i}4 ebildrthj ^Hhomf dUtiiicfiott of age or s«, 
l^feuni^ Ih^ vidtiths df these ianguiiiztry mour 
ttdr$5 fef *'al! life iiot men who bear tlielitimafiL 
*fortti/* Mr. Hunt, on percdvhig the interitioh 
>of thiWd iirfuriirfifd peScei-keepers, advised the 
<^dii|iafiy bt'otiiid hiiii to reliirei atid ^dped that 
sitoh gehite^en as they Untight ihxilihe to arrest, 
iHrOttM itxtttfi&er i^ithotit resistance. 

It ii toipdsSiMe fiwr «rs to ascertiitf Hde extfent 
^ Idii in live^ ftud ihtfl^ i^irhich has beeti thus 
^rlmlonly «ftd ii^hunlstely ofccasidited— ^pebple 
ti^W i^ €ft^*^y directioft to avoid t<iese hair-brainM 
HftflssftfiSj who were Supported by detachrb^hti 
4rom «fete !^th. HikS/ami. The fattef, ho^Vev^r:, 
^M «dtdelM out de&Chf(]!id tf^ounds with the ^jhe 
4iteMt ha*fd ail o6r brlBtve to^wn$men, \frhtose ai^- 
^01* if# ai#* t<ild ihfey were ffeqntfritfy, Jft thfe 
<^im^ of Mbtidaty «irf "itife^^, bbligerf to rti^- 
Halfi^^ by bestowi<>g the epithet of '< cow'ardffy 
fftmivfAreU'* ht^ soitte <rf tlie most raffatt. 

Mr. Htiftt, Mr. Jofinsoi?^, Mr. Krirgfrt, Mil 

Httotti Wifo w^re iip6n th^^htti^^^s; atesMroiii'gst 

^tbofi«tiake« ittto ^»rtody, and c6ttvey6d ttf the 

Nev^ fitoil^ ^rSWA^ whet^ rtiey y'e* rettiscm. Wfe 

fei«et6; that two fematles^aife als^ttf ciMcrtly; ^ttt 

at t9lM,i^&y can be' afccused; we a/^ 6<kif(fe5sAl(lly 

4gAd*^n«.*^lFb6 Ia<fy who^ carted' d^ ^le^ant fltfg 

fewa the MatftB^ter feibale" Bteforto SbcUty^ 

whioh^ilhe d^idM frOMf thief lirataj aft^k£;'oif a 

^^^%f cbSstabte With* ainazbttiata iMl^i^efpldity, 

i»m lHiF^i« the^ fciSriheatf l!>y Uhi^ c6W^r(fiy ^bt 

f2 
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t^Ojon ; :who, however, was sufBc^ntly coI}ecie^ 
to. deliberately pocket the white handkerchief 
ivhich buffeted tjie air as sh? w^nt aloQg, to the 
great annoyance x)f ihe Editor of the Manchester 
Mercury and his friends ; and to their stiU 
greater disappointment, we h^avfe the plea^re tQ 
contradict his assertion, and to ;S2^y that that lady 
is not in custody. — ^Thp arcja, where the imnaense 
jmultitude were assenabled, was completely clear- 
ed in about twenty pninutes frojaa the coniinence^ 
xnent of thi;5 Ijawless attiack. The piischief stiH 
w:as not sjLifferiBd to rest here. As the authorities 
)iad succeeded in " kicking up a riot," they were 
resolved to " keep jt up rafter they had kicked ijt 
up ;" {wje ojight to ask pardon for speaking 
lightly on this Ji^aft-repding subject) and ac- 
cordingly parties of horse continued to patrole 
the streets, and succeeded ip sometipies provoke 
jng the people to resistance, -rr- A number of 
women and children collected Around the pre- 
inises of Mr. Tat^e, gj;o.cer, in Oldham-street, and 
proceeded to demolish his windows, upder what, 
we ar,e inforpied, was a mistaken idea of his faavr 
Jng been ^ special constable, and forwar,d in ex- 
hibiting the flag of the Feinale Reformers as a 
trophy p( hi^ prowess. The piilitary were mmr 
jnoned U> the spot, apd, ^t seven o'clock in the 
evening, and not bjeCbre, if we pi^y be allowed 
the induction, the riot act was publicly read :r-f* 
$pme fatal and serious accid^ents were the cpiiser 
V|u$nj[^es of this trifling paob^ hut the town W93 
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kept in a state of alarm during the whole of th^ 
evening. Such public-houses as were known 
daring enough at any time to let a reformer have 
a pint of ale, were entered, the customers turned 
out with violence, and many of them cut down 
and buffeted by the swords of soldiers, or the ba- 
tons of the peace-officers. . 

On the morning of Tuesday, things wore a 
still more serious and threatening aspect. Ru- 
mour, with her hundred tongues, had the whole 
district in array, armed with pikes, ready to 
attack and storm the forces of the town. The 
fihops were ordered to be closed — the streets 
cleared from carts; and every other precaution 
taken to ensure victory to the authorities — 
But the people again proved too qui^t for the 
ends of their enemies; no pikemen made their 
appearance ; and ** the two pieces of artillery 
which appeared upon the afield were (again) not 
used.'* O! wonderful forbearance of consti- 
tuted, power! Not being able to irritate the 
people to resistance, they were obliged to refrain 
from cutting their throatSy or sweeping them off 
with their red artillery ! 

We believe that only six people have lost 
their lives from this fatal and wanton abuse of 
power, and perhaps about 200 have been 
wounded, some of them mortally, and others 
disabled by sabre strokes. — We do not fear that 
jany farther violence will occur ; because we do 
not know what preteist can be set up to sanction 



Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



it. The Authorities have already incSurred A 
dreadful rcdpcmsibility ; — the *^ voice of \Ao6d 
cTieth from tli^ ground," atid must and shall b* 
heard : — and heard too, at the hat €f that court* 
try whose laws they hdve daringly violated.— ^ 
The eyes of the whole empire wiJl be turn^ 
upon them; and if they should esca|>e the pu- 
filament they merit in this worW, through the 
powerful infloenee of the borough-^yi^tem, wfe 
have still the consolation to reflect, that th^y 
will be condemned in the nexl, 

** Maric'd ^ith a blol; daoMiM in Ihn bodk oi H^t^/' 

We have now finished our brief dhrohicle of 
tbis bloody massacre. It aflfbr<fs no new fact irl 
the history of manitind :— Let the paJssionS of 
men madden, and they will destroy T 



In this, which may be termed tbfeOflSeifert 
Journal of the Radicals, we dec an ad^mis&iort 
that the Meeting consisted chiefly of people 
from distant towns, ten, twenty, or' thrrty itt^es 
off, and that its numbers amounted §o» I5<>,0WX 
— By some mwntejMion*! inadverteftce, I jl^re- 
sume, their coming in mafrtigil arrAy, With 
dubs and stoties,' fe totally Onrif^i^d; but to 
make amendis for that d^^ficiency, we leatrn tMt 

* The reader may not perhaps be aware that the scieoce 
bfcarryingon the war with large stones, had been hrought to 
wonderftll perfection, by constant practice almost rvery evening, 
fei th^nfei^durhobd^'ofthe New^Crosy, i^he^r^ rfejJots dfpat^nj; 
ftoner were fiolrmed by the radicahi. 



Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



4? 

>£r. Hnnt, wlm^ )^ $aw the CoQstoVIes aud 
VeoTOfifiFy approach, very ^wd naturedly ** ad^ 
vi^qd tb? oompaoy around him to retire i** it 
wa^ vastly civil of him; Imt it do^$ not appear 
whfither thi§ covirtoi^y was offered Wore, or after, 
\k\^ H^ody gwRrd had looked their arms together 
itt onq compact impenetraWe phalanx, and he 
h^ given hi9 orders (aWnding to the Consta- 
l^Qs ai]4 Yeomanry) fo pad/ them down and keep 
thmdown."^ 

Although the Ed itear endeavours to keep his 
]miiio$d customers in good humour, hy a few of 
Iw ¥$^uftl high^i^undjng phrasei^ he is evidently 
grefttly at a Io$» to make out a caie that would 
saliffy them— awi accordingly a tirade upon the 
t^wv^[% oficerft for being, as he asserts, unnecesr 
narily upon their guard the following day, is well 
iutwxfeHKed to divide attention, 
, The differejace in the tone of the Observer afte? 
t^ l^tfc. of August, compared with the voice of 
thunder W powpc^ly displayed before it, beara 
a striking ai^l^gy to the conduct of the radicals 
who mafchod to the meeting. As they ap- 
proached, they were confident of victory ; for 

they had been toFd by their leaders* and 

* " *** F IIP » ■ ■ ■■■ i i i..,i.i *, — 

' 1\m0 wi»^ yf^fi^ 4i9tmctiiy hoftr^ by hundvedi^ Mil 
there{oir9 I Ihii^k o^yfi^f justified i« ^^tiog l^onif <^kial bdm^ 
m^^J ayxM^- A ^E^' uitiQpuit« iiAfoA o£ wae kifenii^ilf imi 
\ fc^w hfitK;r^ aft«r th« me^ing^ iM he. dvilinettyr h«trd ^imYmf 
^pr«S8J^4 smd tl)At»frQqi ^ xtmcmms^ rnvmrnt 'm nduck Ibci^ 
Y£re «t|6r^ l^i;. .0(199^1. ^tr^i^ly. nimiifkd him .9£ KMiitt 
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they gave credit to the as^rtibnr^ that the Yeo- 
manry dared not approach them— that the re- 
gulars would not — that the Magistrates had no 
power— -and that nothing coufd withstand their 
numbers, headed by so aWe a chieftain. There 
was not an estate, nor a dwelling-place, on their 
line of march, that had not been parcelled out^ 
in tlyeir imaginations, to themselves — the . divi- 
sion of property they considered certain, and the 
principal part of them expected the accomplish'- 
ment of their wishes on that very day. 

How were the mighty fallen I Their leader^ 
though surrounded by the bravest of their crewi 
locked arm in arm, and determined to protect 
him, was apprehended before their face and ig* 
nominiously led to prison. The Magistrates 
were found calm at their post, undaunted, ready 
to enforce the laws — the Yeomanry, firm and 
efficient — the Regulars, true to their allegiance 
and their duty— all their big hopes- were blasted; 
and the general feeling, as they returned to their 
distant homes, was that of disgust at their lead^ 
ers, and a determination never to be guilty of the 
same folly again/ 

7 Amongst the number of ludicrous incideota, to which that 
meeting has given rise, I shall introduce one. only which hap^ 
pened to a weaver in my employ. He had received his work, as 
usual, on the Saturday^ and on the Monday morning his good 
wife wished him to put it in the loom ; *' no, he would go to 
Hunt's meeting, he should never need to work again ;*' away he 
marched, full of expectation. . On his returit at night he sat 
down sullen and dejected : his wife inquired how they ^ent on 
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: ttrwi^ aecewary ft)5 the Oh$trvet takecipiil 
some degree Mrithin bouDi^d, in his fust accaun;! 
of the, killed ated wouuded -^had he swelled out 
thj9 number^ as he, has imcfi done^ the fals€lio4>4 
wotM hdLtQ been tool palpable, it would hw^ 
iiftuired the sale of his paper -r- his QnMomerU 
had b«€« dUrappoiated and humbled— the game 
was ais nearly up as pos$ibi^.; and if it bAd «^ 
beert fop the inundSitienf pf fakehoodi Which 
filled many of the Ldodon pri»ti5, and the mett-^ 
ings which disgraced the kiogdos^) the traof 
qfftlUfey (if Manchertef would not again have 
been disturbed. 

It IS. ecrlainly true that one young man was 
killed by the sabrfe-^it is a,lso true that one man 
Wiho was cut by the sabre in the elbow after-* 
leards died at Oldhan^ ; but as tl^ inquest is 
still j^odllig, I sbaU restrain my indignatioiii 
and avoid making any comments on the evi- 
dence^ tbough never was there such a mockery of 
humanity, never was la solenm Court profaned by 
such abuse ! ! Hayiug not a shadoVi? of just com-^ 
plaint $^^inst any of the Magistrates, the Con- 

^ - ■ I '. ' ' ' ' ■■■ — .. . * .. ' ; 

at the meeting^» not a syllable would he give in replj^, though th|e 
qtie^ioD was often repeated : at length he exclaimed "fot me 
my bands, I find it wonnot do;*^ his wife accordingly y<?<cAerf 
the dor4a to t je his wor^ in the loeoi, aad ha has heei^ very dili-» 
gent ever since> and nothing will ever induc^ l^im a^g^m ^o attepjd 
a meeting of rdbrmers. Hundreds of similar cases might be 
addiyced respecting the weavers, who would easily be withdrawn 
Ir6m the conspiracy, if the press oould be restrained and their 
leadenr punished.' m : 

9 • . _ 
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stabtes, or the Military, it was necessary to gef 
up a farce, and Oldham was the scene of exhi-- 
bition. Doubtless many thousands, who attend-*^ 
ed the meeting, had been greatly alarmed at the 
tremendous appearance of the Cavalry ; but ta 
fency that the ends of justice or any good what- 
ever could-possibly arise from each of these indi^ 
vidUate telling his tale of woe before the Coroner^ 
is an insult to common understanding. — Many 
others received cuts from- the sabr^ but most of 
them were very slight. 

twouid wisbto catt tile attention of the can- 
did reader to this single point; and to ask hin^ 
whether he could imagine a stronger proof of 
the extreme moderation of alt the mUitary em«- 
jpjoyed" on the occasion, than that a meeting of 
150,000 persons (as the Observer calls it) or of 
half the number, should be dispersed, and their 
leaders taken into custody, with so few casual^ 
ties arising from the use of arms. It appears 
almost miraculous, that soldiers could be so em« 
ployed and da so littlfe^ injuryv 

Had any of the military been cruelly disposed; 
or been actuated by a spirit of revenge, for the 
harassing duty they had been called upon to^^ 
perform, we might have expected some of the 
leadersi and many of their partizans^ to have^ 
been numbered with the dead. 

Besides the casualties occasioned by the sabre 
as already mentioned, a woman was killed by- 
falling down some §teps, in consequence of the 
protecting rail giving way to the pressure of the- 
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xsrbud. — Achildsdso fell from the arms of ite 
mother, and was trampled upon and dkd;"" a 
man died of the bruises he had received; and 
a con^able of great respectability, also lost his 
life by being pressed down and trampled upon. 

To this list of casualties, which has resulted 
from the most careful enquiries, may be added, a 
great number of bruises of various kinds. 

Where is the Briton, be he a Magistrate or a 
Constable, a Soldier or a Citizen, that .does not 
sincerely lament each of those calamities^ 

But are our sympathies to be confined to the 
five individuals only, who fell on the I6th. of 
August ? Is the wilfiri and premeditated murder 
of Campbell, the constable, under circumstances 
of barbarous atroqity to be regarded as nothing ?* 

2 The death of this child gave rise to many of those appeals 
v'to the tender passions, which caused so many well-meaning peo- 
j)le to join the hue ?ind cry i^inst.the Magistrates and the Yeo- 
manry. It is habitual to n^e to trace rumqurs to the fountain 
.head, before I give them credit— it was said the child was sa-^ 
bred ; I therefore called upon the motlier, who assured me that 
in her alarm the child fell from her arm, was tramj^l^d upon, atfd 
died. 

. * "In the forenoon of the same day (August 17th.) a maa 
^hois connected with the Police Office was attacked in a most 
ferocious manner near the Ang^l in Newton-lane. Several men 
seized him and beat .him with a pdk,er till there was no appear- 
ance of life, and threw a heap of stones upon him as he lay on the 
j^round. He was taken to the Infirmary in a deplorable state.^ 
-r-Marwhester Chrontqle, August %\. 

" The last remains of this unfortunate constable ioind old 
soldier were deposited in the earth on Thursday, in St. John^s 
1Chw[c\i'jds A/* -^Manchester Chronicle, Sept. 4. 
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Arc the lives bf. those of no iibpontinee, who* 
were shot by the Regular Infaatry at the New 
Cross when the moh. was furionsly eiigai^eil in 
acts "of demolition ?^ Are the frequent aild brit4 

The utmost exertions of the Boroughreeves and Consta- 
bles of Manchester and Salfbrd were, for the rest 6f tfa^ day 
lind 4hiB T^bok of Ike evening till midnight^ required m nteny 
parts of the town* but most partieolarly at the New Cnisav 
The disaffected had -fixed their rendezyoen there, and the peace 
was broken continually by a very large mob. Betwixt seven 
and eight o'clock the riot act was read, and three or four per* 
sons If ere wounded by a few shots ftom the military, wlmm th^ 
fach defied find insulted grossly^ One <>f these bad Im leg 
fi^ipii^ted al the Infirmary by Mr. Ainswortii, and SAotber cjf 
them was so dreadfully wounded that he is since dead. The 
military have had the greatest merit in their forbearance, 90 
l|ittle firing has taken place, if compared with fhe circumstances 
under which they have been called to duty. Str6ttg bodies tft 
Cavafary and fecial Constables patrolled tbe streets, and the 
town had every appearance of being in a state of complete 
insurrection. Sudden alarms from different quarters, the.escorta 
of prisonous down to the New Bailey^ occasional reports of 
fire-arms, the sounds of horsey' fe^t, tbe rattling of the drum> 
^d the strains of the trumpet,, kept the inhabitants in constant 
trepidation, and it was not till at an early hour on the Tuesday 
morning that these things ceased, and temporary quiet was re-n 
stored.'* — Manchester Chronicle, August 21. 

" Inqui9ition.^^On Saturday evening last (August 21st.), an 
inquisition was held before John Milne, Esq., Coroner, on 
the body of Joseph Whitworth, of Hyde, in Cheshire, who 
indiscreetly came over to the meeting on Monday last, and was 
«hot by the military. The jury, after the examination of several 
witnesses, found *' that the deceased was shot by the military 
iimder the command of the civil power, in the suppression of a 
riot at New Cros^.'' — ^The Coroner took occasion to express his 
bigh i^atifikfaction in the very gi^eat support he had met with in 
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tal latmck^ itpoh the Coi^tables objects of entim 
ifldiBferclice ?* 

BatMt woiild be a waite of time to* dwell 
lotig^r ttpotv the innamer^ble ^tookof tlie total 

■ - - - ■ -rf . , • . ■ - ■ ■■ ' 

ttie arduous discharge of his duty, by the attendance of the most 
l^speot^le diaraciers hi the neighbourhood aft jurors."— ^Man^ 
rkeiter Cbnmick, Angust d6i 

The radicals studiously oonceai, or make light of every death 
or wound oecasioned by the Regulars; the reason is evident— 
they wish the mob to believe that the soldiers are friendly to 
their cause> and will not act against them. 

« '^ A bout ten o'doek in the evening of thb cky {Mon- 
liay the 38th. of Aagiist)> mother of those barbarities^occiinred 
which have of late, shewn the fruits of Radical Reform tenets. 
Thomas Nowland> one of the pensioners who is acting as a Con« 
stable attached to the Police, was attacked near New Town by 
a set of men who designated him as " a Nadin's man/' and 
treated hhn so inhumanly, Uiat he WiDus conveyed to the Infir- 
mary in a shocking state, much injured on t^e head. The men, 
who bore him thither, said they should probably share the same 
fate for doing that humane office.*' — Manchester Chronicle, 
September 4. 

Mr. Nadin, the deputy constable of Manchester, had a mira- ' 
colous escape from assassination a few nights ago, about bidf- 
past eleven o'clock, near the theatre. A pistol was fired at 
his head, the ball of which passed through the upper part of 
the crown of his hat; the muzzle must have been very close to 
hira, as appears from the fur of his hat being burnt, and the hat. 
strongly impregnated with the smell of powder. 

The fre^ent attacks on Constables, and the indifierence or 
rather the delighti with which the reformers treat all such occur-* 
rences, verify the homely but very just remark which one of my 
weavers made a few days ago — " Master," said he, " I begin ta 
find out that killing Constables or any thing of that sort staiida 
for nothing, but H &ey scratch a ref(n*mer tt'» murder,*' 
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dereliction of feeling in those who hav^ been so 
clamorous about the lives which w^re lost oil 
the I6lh. of August, and which like the dancipg 
figures in the phantasmagoria have been by 
optical illusion multiplied ad infinitum. 

Their professed humanity is a most conve- 
nient vehicle for slander, not only against the 
most respectable individuals, but the most bene* 
ficial and charitable institutions. The Man- 
chester Infirmary has not escaped their venona- 
ous tooth; slanders just as foul as those circu- 
lated against the Magistrates and Yeomanry 
having been promulgated to its prgudice. These 
vile libels, with a public and most compleat 
demonstration of their entire falsehood, are^i vea 
in the Appendix^ Nm. 16, 17 and 18. 

The Grand Juries acting at the last assizes for 
Ihe counties of Lancaster and Chester, have also 
been profusely calumniated by the reformers. 
The list of their distinguished names, given ijci 
the Appendix; No. 19t will, to every intelligent 
or liberal mind, convey the assurance, that the 
liberty of the subject could not have been en- 
trusted to safer hands ; and it is worthy of re- 
mark, that both the illustrious foremen are iu 
opposition to ministers. 

I have already observed how frequently the 
radical papers have recommended the assassina- 
tion of constables ; and the following passage 
from the Observer is evidently intended to incite 
some of his leaders to murder a trumpetei^Ue- 
longing to the Manchester Yeomanry. 
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*^ Will it be cpedited by our numerous distant 
^eaders^ that every man, including the WHOLE of 
the Magistrates and Yeomanry, even the blood- 
stained trumpeter, are still loose upon Society ?'* 
— The paper including the above passage was 
published on Saturday the 2d. of October, and 
on that very night the trumpeter so clearly point* 
ed out was assaulted, and followed by a mob, 
alarming his family almost to desperation, arid 
breaking his windows. Well aware that he had 
been marked out for assassination, and not know-- 
ing to what extremity their fury might drive 
them, he fired two pistols in his own defence, by 
which two men were wounded. With its accus- 
tomed regard to veracity, the Observer, insinu- 
ates in the next week's paper — ** It is said that 
he (the trumpeter) then began to demolish his 
•own windowsy in order to induce the belief that 
his house had been attacked by stones from with- 
out, and thus vindicate his villainous conduct." 

It is the constant practice of the radicals, when 
any attacks are made upon the constables or 
other protectors of the peace, either to turn the 
circumstances into ridicule, or to insinuate that 
they themselves were the perpetrators of the pre- 
tended Bssz,vli. Thus they insinuate that Nadin 
shot his own hat ; and, with eqxial truth, they 
gave it forth to the world, that Birch, the Stock- 
port Constable, who was shot in the breast by an? 
assassin, as already related, received his wound 
fr(Mn the hand of a friend, the son of a loyal 
;in4 active attorney. 
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But to trace thwt thr^h ^lie labyrinth of 
their falsehoods, would $weU this pamphlet to a 
folio volmne. 

The same system of mifrepreseatatioa was 
with/i^ctt/iar assiduity adopted in respect to .the 
resolutions passed at the Star Ina three days 
after the meeting ; I attended that meetings and 
though th* notice was very short, the large roonai 
at the Star Inn was crowded. Since 1812, when 
the last public town's mieeting wa« convened, 
and the Exchange windows and fnrnittire de- 
stroyed, I do not recollect a Culler attendanoeb 
(parish meetings of ley-payers excepted,) and in 
point of respectability I never witnessed one su* 
periortoit. Had there been^ at the time, the 
slightest idea that the conduct of the Magistrates 
could have been censured, the resolutions would 
have been signed individually, and I have no 
hesitation in saying, the signatures would have 
been very numerous, including nearly all the re. 
spectable part of the inhabitants. fJpp.Na.^O.J 
, I might adduce innumerable facts, in further 
^ucidation of the subjeetat large, but J trust 
that what has been already stated and confirmed 
by authorities, in the appendix, will be sufficient 
to establish the following points : 

1st, That the disturbapoes of 1813 were, not 
very formidable in their oommencement r^ that 
no systematic measures ctf* prevention were adopt* 
ed — that they increased to a most alarming ex^ 
t^t-^and that a great, number of lives were 

\' ■ • - - ^ • 
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lost, ia open attemiri;s of demolition^in combats 
with the milHaiy, by assassination, and finally, 
upon the scafTold.* - * 

2dly . That the disturbances in the same neigh* 
bourhood during the spring of 1817> were in- 

.^ Tfaehtrtorical readerwilldo w^ to refer io the news* 
papers of 1812»aiid to, mark the gradaUoii of crime,, from the 
first breaking of the windows of the Mvichester Exchange, to 
the demolition of many, and the entire destmction of some, build- 
ings in the neighhourhood, with their valuable contents. 

In lodging over a file of the Morning Chronide for 1812, the 
folWwk^ Qccraraices caught my observatiom : 
1612. April 8... Manchester Exchange partly demolished 
and set fire to. 
— 23. Five of the mob killed and many wounded 

at Mi.ddleton. 
— - 25. Three m<Nre of the mob killed and many 

wounded at Bliddleton* 
May 2. Mr. HorseftJl barbarously murd^ed. 
— - 5. A large factory at West Houghton bumt by 

the mob. 
June 1 . Trials at Lancaster, 17 condemned, 8 hung* 

Of the following erents, that happened at the same time, I did 
not preaenre the dates : 

A|^ AfMHU>ry near Middklon saved fimn destraC" 
tion by the great exertion of the ownet a and 
the mifitary. 

-—1- A valuable dwelKng-house burnt by the aama 
mob. 

— ^T— A man murdered and his body tinrown into the 
eanal— a yonBg woman also murdered, to pre- 
vent her giving mliMiiMitioo. 

— — A number of buildings at Stoel^(»i demolished 
— likewise ri(^ at Maccleafield, tec. &c 
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finitely jafXfv^ extf^p^ded ^nd more i^affmi^g ; but; 
tlmt ppiK^; and. good orjler had been reptc^red 
without any loss of lives, by the wts^. measures of 
precaution adppted by the Magj^trated. . 
^ ;3dly., T^at tkeineetingpfth|?.l6th, of A«^^ 
l^tj was^ far jnore_ numerous, than that of 18I7> 
andf ioiiaitdy more fbrmidsUe ia preparation 
atid ^aracter -»— thai the measiiresf adopted by 
ttie Magistrates were the same as in l8l7 — 
fhat nolWes wou^d liave been 16sl i^ oppdsitiod 
had not been made» to the civil and military 
powers — that notwithstanding this opposition^ 

1813 May. Special commfssion at Chester, three condemn* 

ed,%wo hung, several trahsportcd and imprisoned. 

Dec or Jan. Special commission at York, containing no 

. • ' le8S|]^si)cty-8ixpH«>nerschargedwitK offences 

connected w^ Jlbturbane^ in the West Riding 

bftbi^iihire : of this number, twenty-eight were 

. -eiq[>ilally col&victed, seventeen hung, and many 

suffered transportation or imprisonment. 

Bur by p^rtising^the provincial papers of Manchester or the 

»^^i]boi^liMi»^ dik-ili^tl«t ]»eri<bd, tAie YeiMtor will be equally 

shocked and astonished to find a catalogue of crimes and atroci- 

4w»ii yftry «hhibrift thofte dnftfeaitbfd in FVinee durmg the last 

I omitted in its place to mention,1^at^ tliie 116 Manchester 
iaiSaUk^J^trnKlb,. wfaa wen on:duty 4ii^the 16th. of August, 
three officers, forty-one non-commissioned offi'tiers and privates, 
Md.xtorenhOTies^ W€fl*e4iil!b44c)iy dbne* or l(^ mchtding one 
qSi^^ iad itwohora^ eotirith sharpiostruments : and that of . 
the l^h. Hussars, two ofioofa, ^weofty^-one non-commiasiimed 
t>ffi«;ei7i anB privates, and nine horses, were also^stnidc by stones 
and sticks 
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t^e loss of lives wa^ ineoaceipably' small^ com4 
pared with the multitude assemUed-^tliat thd 
tQwn prior to the meeting w^ coostinuatty ium 
state of public riot and alarm, and' the <dtlt 
power unahle to preserve thepeace ^i-that i^; id 
now in a state o£ comparative traii<|uillii3r, ai^ 
that the greac body, of the respectable iiohabi'^ 
<;^ntS5 highly approve thevdse» hnm^Jo^^ ^|ul ^ac» 
<^6ssful measures, adopted hy the l^agist;!*ite6 ^ 
s^nd the extraordinarj^ steiadiness^ l]em|)^c- and^ 
^plrbeai^nce, exempJifeed by all th^jmilOtary^ eni< 
^loyeidon that occaision.^ ' v 



.r€fK 



t?INCE the first edition w^ put to t^ie pre5S>; 
another circum^taifce has occurred to my recolT^ 
]jtotton» the recital of which if ill grea,tly stre^igth*: 
en one qf the main objects of this publicatipn^ 
viz., to prove that the prevention of evil is, af, 
the saipe tim(^, the soundpst |iv}sdom and the. 
ipost beneficent humanity* 

In the month of Jf|np, 1818,' the operative, 
spinners of Manchestf^r turnj^ pjut fqr a.^ a4- 
vance of wages. It ijg foreigt) tpf ipy purpose t)^ 
argue the point, as to. the adyi|mtftgps» or tl^r 
injury,, which would ultimately i^vjeresuf^ 
tp themselves, if they h^ succ^efi in gaining, 
the object of their wishes. That tidejr e^nings^ 
jfar more than doubled those of the weavers, wuL 
:that they were fully engiployed, areindjs^ujtable 
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facts. It is unqiiestionably at the option of 
every workman to decline the pursuit of any 
occupation, giving customary notice to his em- 
J^loyer, Whenever dissatisfaction or caprice ttiay 
urge hiin to the measure ; but on the occasion 
alluded to, they did not act individually; they 
paraded the town with the regularity of soldiers, 
obeying officers of their own appointing, and 
during the space of three months, Manchester 
was kept in a continued state of increlising 
alarm. Being orderly and systematic in their 
detneanour, as they marched (almost daily) 
through the streets, the' Magistrates did not 
feel justified in interfering. The consequence 
was> that their numbers aind their confidence 
increased, until at length they openly attacked 
an extensive factory/ violently burst the door, 
and in all probability the valuable building 
would have been entirely den^olished, had not 
the spirited exertions of the owner, well support- 
ed by some of his hands, and finally by the 
regular soldiery, both horse and foot, routed 
the mob, and frustrated their intentions. Who 
can say how far the work of demolition might 
have extended' if the mob had not been routed 
in this their first open attiack? 

Had the Magistrates of Manchester appre- 
hended the leaders of the parties that marched 
so frequently in military array, to the ^reat ter- 

Vide Mancbester Chrooide, 5th. September, 1818. 
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ror of the inhabitants, there might, and there 
would, have been the loud voice of complaint 
against their tyranny, throughout the country ; 
but the peace of the town, and the cause of hu- 
manity, would have been thereby promoted; 
For it was not until one man had been ^illed^ 
and a great number had been wounded by the 
firing of musquetry, that order was at length- 
restored. 

If such then was the consequence of mistaken 
lenity, during the comparatively trivial disturb- 
ances of 1818, what dreadful consequences 
might have been anticipated, had the mob been 
allowed an undisturbed career on the l6th. of 
August last? Suppose the possibility of the 
meeting passing off peaceably, it would cer- 
tainly have been the forerunner of still more 
numerous meetings. And were the Magistrates 
to be always dancing attendance upon every 
demagogue, who might choose to call the dis- 
contented together? Was business, the very 
soul and existence of this populous district, to be 
suspended, time after time? Were the Yeo- 
manry of Cheshire to be continually summoned 
from their homes ? — or were the Magistrates to 
neglect their arduous duties, and to leave the 
town comparatively unprotected ? 

I have hitherto forborne to maVe any com- 
ments on the self-evident illegality of the meet- 
ing, well aware that, although my testimony 
inight be received as to matter of fact, it would 
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be preiumptuous ia me to offer aa opinion on ^ 
legal question. But now that the highest and 
moi^t distinguished authorities haye^ in Parlian 
ment, declared their conviction, that tbe meeting: 
wa9 illegal, and as it must be admitted by all, 
that tjlfie Bi^agistrates in attendance did so con^ 
sid^r it, it was clearly theit bouncfen dttty tq 
i^pprehend thp leaders, SMidto rescue the coun- 
try from that dreadful state of anarchy, to whict^ 
t^e meeting evidently tended. If they jmd 
shrunk from their duty on this most momentous 
^cpf^sion, they would have been branded by 
posterity witli the ignominy they had deserved > 
^nd th^ very political party, which hs^ been 
£6r^n^;it m condemning the preventive ^l^asures 
adopt)^ by the Magistrate^, would have been 
iQpatv^|iement in exclaiming ^^qui aondefendit 
ipjuriam, i^eque propulsat, cum potest y injitste 
fgicit ;" or, in other words, that a Magistrate 
who neglepts to prevent crime, whilst he has 
the power of so doing, or to check it when it 
becomes apparent, i% himelj guilty . 

Slanderous falsehoods have obtained a tempo*> 
nary.ascie.odancy; b^t die t^de of opinion has. 
^r^ady jtunied, ai^fl truth will in the end pre- 
TO^). Thfe |ijistoriau will hereafter record, that on 
the breaking o^t of the Frefich revolution a 
generous feeling prevailed in Britain, favourable 
to the cafise of rational liberty -r- that when the, 
French people threw off the mask, miirdering 
^eir Sovereign, disc^rding^ all religion, aijd pub- 
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licly d^Idrltig to the World a detefnbiliiitibti to 
desCroy all established governments, a feeMtog 
of horror, and oif self preservation. United the 
British, in bpposing their wild schetnes cff uni- 
versal domitiion ; that a small proportion oifBritish 
subjects, including the vicious and the fooftsh, 
advocated at all hazards the principle* and' the 
measures of our enemies — that their attethpti^ 
to introduce atheisih and revolution t^r^ avfert- 
efd by the vHsdom of the legislature, and the con*- 
s^ientious firmness of (rtir juries -^ that bur glo- 
rious Constitution was preserved in its utmost 
purity, whilst Our ahns by sea and land achieved 
the most heroic exploits which the wbHd had 
ever ftnowu, attd gave to Europe the blessing of 
p^ace. ' 

The faithful page of history must next exhibit 
the Sad reverse — that British juries how havfe 
sanctioned those impious attacks upon religion* 
which in better days had been doomed to con- 
dign punishment — ^that atheism has run riot — 
that the chief Magistrate^ of the Metropolis 
first sanctioned the display of French revolu- 
tionary emblems — ^that from these two united 
causes may be clearly traced the increase of 
sedition and impiety, and the revolutionary 
meetings which threaten ruin to the state* 

Had preventive measures been adopted,^ the 

' *' Quails habendos est, qui noa modo non repellit, sed 
etiam adjurat injuriaiii ?'* 
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Metropolis woold not have been ^sgraced hy 
the temporary ascendancy of a mob ; the cap of 
destruction (I will not call it <^ liberty) had not 
been displayed before the Mansion House -, the 
revolutionary meetings at Manchester and else- 
where had not occurred; and the kingdom, in 
all probability, would have enjoyed a state of 
tranquillity. 

Every good man must now rejoice> that the 
jpause of Religion has been at length again 
asserted by a British Jury; and every loyal 
subject, who will exercise his unbiassed judg- 
ment, wiU equally rejoice that in the very heart 
of the most populous district^ Magistrates were 
found, judicious, firm, and undaunted ; actuated 
by a sense of duty,, by patriotism, and above all 
by true feelings of humanity; and who had the 
wisdom and the courage to stand forth the 
champions of our liberty, and the protectors of 
the Constitution. 
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APPENDIX. 



OVf Mdnday tadohiihg last' another ^dpiilar i^edifioni^ met- 
ing: was Eaa 'M'ite ustnJ'piiede 'df grqUiid neir^SfPeter^s' 
Chdreii'^m tliib 'tmrrr: ^ Tlie particular objecit of it w«s for carry-^ 
iitgrinto'iefl^ tbe^xtrabMihiiry plan, which had" befen anirodhic- f 
ed bypdstingpt>9fe and orther itae&iA/of Yinmbers of the i^foiWers -I 
marchi^ ina hody to lioiidbn^ under the pretended and verj? j 
dangei^ns' notion of petitioning^ the Prince Rej^ent for certiun 
thangffsr hi fhe-eon^ntibn of the Government. But that ulte-^' 
rior'desigTli iirWehfeittfined/'at'lesUt by" th^ feac^err of thes^' 
innoTtttiflg 'di^plei^/'there can be no doilBt.' Insurrecti6n arid' 
reroldtibh^'were tiferelil vie^J petit9odmg^»'th^ assumed orte^ 
Ear! jr iff th^'moiliing crowds of person^ '!begttn' to enter the 
toWh by^Vieiribtti^'roads, many with khafisaclts andMahk'ets; and^ 
by nine o'dockf a grekt assembldge wait ^olteeteii bn'Miegrottkid. ' 
A stiLge had b^n erected as usual^ and* ibeverat ' orfttbrsf ' wa^ ' 
moniilT^d npon'it; amongst whom were Bagiiley and^bmmmdiid; ^ 
who harang;ned' the multitude, exhorting the petitioiier8^#Tesioi-' ; 
lution for th^if jodrney, and claiming fronl others liberal <feotitri-* ' 
buttons towards fulfilling their inissibii. Whilst these- dem^-' 
goguerfwere thug eihploy^, thte Crowds thattjonftnned to driire' 
8 wefled the 'assemblage allrmingly, and appearances xndicJrtfed 
resttlt^ th^ most painfiiL Awftil sentetions werfe excited for 
probable < oonseqaeii<;es> and the thinking mind wait' ocdu-' 
pied by the mo^t unpleasant reflexions; It appeared vetf^ 

a 
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improbable that stich numbers, actuated by sticU a spirit as wtf^" 
prevalent amongst them, could be sent to their homes withoot 
many falling victims to their folly or their political vices. Many 
women were also present, with children in their arms, encourag-^ 
ing^ the rash undertakings of the men by the bold language of^ 
defiance to their superiors. 

The Magistlrates had assembled at an early hour of th«' 
morning in Mr. Brown's cottage, wfiose garden walls partly 
Bound oifB side of the m^eti»g'<grouBd< A proper disposition of 
troops, horse and foot, had been previously concerted under the 
direction of General Sir John l^yng, the commander of the dis^ 
tiiet. The civil power Was suitaMy,stationed> includuig agrea£ 
number of extra Special Conistables who had been sworn in to 
protect the peace of the towns, and the most responsible Poace- 
officers of Manchester and Salford accompanied the military 
detachments. One Magistrate, Holland Watson, Esq., of Con-- 
gleton, and the Boroughreeve of this town, Joseph Green, Esq., 
attended the detachment which was accompanied by Sir John 
Byng. Many thousands had formed the meeting, before the 
civil or military power approached. They were now warned by 
the Mi^istrate, attended by the Boroughreeve, who rode nearly 
up to the cart, to disperse, and cautioned as to consequences^ 
To this no sort of attention was paid. An abstract from the Riot 
Act was then read, but this was drowned by clamour and noise, 
the speakers' continuing their loud appeals to the multitude.- 
The moment now arrived when decision became a duty ; and the 
body of Magistrates having been consulted, the operations of the^ 
iiulitary were resorted to. By a most judicious movement of a^ 
body of the King's Dragoon, Guards, the rostrum of the orator» 
Was instantly surrounded, with coolness and perfect precision,- 
and they were all taken into custody. The multitude ied in 
every direction, and the troops most humanely gave them afree 
passage. The prisoners were immediately lodged in the New 
Bailey prison. Amongst them were Baguley and Drummond^ 
Thus*, as it were in an instant, the towns were rescued from im*- 
minent danger, and comparative, security obtained, by the wise 
bat decisive plan so excellently, so temperately put into exe^ 
cutioifcr 
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No; 2. . 
Whef^Uowing^bsenoations, vahich were made ori that occa^iom 
are strikingly Hiustrative of the conduct of the Magis^ 
Urates on thel6th. August, ^The Chf^rman, An ptesenling 
the Plate, amongst other topics, observed — 
' ''Had measures of timidity or indecision been indulged 
in, the most fetal consequences would have been ineritable ; but 
happily for the public Welfere, the conduct df thesie Gentlemen 
/was distinguished by the most undaunted resolution, tempered 
•t^ith humamty.'' — The Boroughreeve, m his reply, said — ''The 
Jine of conduct pursued. Sir, was entirely preventive. Its neces- 
sity has been abundantly proved, n6t only by the obvious^ cir- 
cumstances of the moment, "but by subsequent information^ 
.and subsequent events. Its propriety, as well as its humanity, 
was best illustrated by the tranquillity which prevailed "here ; 
.when, after the eicpiratioii of some months, sudi daring and 
desper^ate attempts were made in three of the neighbourhig 
counties, and which terminated so tragically in 'one»*'-^At thip 
public dinner, which was given' at theEichange IlliniUg Roorn^ 
; no less* than 126 Gentlemen of the first importancfe' in tfce town 
and neighbourhobd attfeh'ded|''and' the number df fcohtrftutora ' 
to the four pieces' lof t)lkte, amotiiited to 309. T^his dedded 
markofapprobatii>n was not tfae'ebuHitionofthekubment, but 
resolved upon aftei^ifhe cochpfetibh bfkyeir bf.tranqhillity.— A 
description of the plate, of the inscriptions, and an'accotdit of 
the proceedings at thfe ' dinner, ' appeared in The Manchester 
Chronicle of the l2th.^Dec., IBlfe, and in The New Times of 
,Dec. 23, 1818. "■ ' -' -^' '' ■ - ''> ' -v i" - 

From tite Manchester Chronicle of A)ffril 6, 1817. 

Tfl]& BoroQghr^6ye,and'CoI^tables of Manp}ie^^i:c(^psiMl€^ 
itndt a matter of discretion, ^n their part, l^ut^d^ty/ to publish, 
the following tetter,; aud tji^y^gl^y .epibr^pe ^i?^ qq^rtonit^y . 
of ackuQwiedgJngitl)^ zealous, ao^ v^uable es^ipns^qf tt^e QlSr. 
^istrat^'Of the Di^iision, tbi^ 1^)^. C^jngtable pf tl^e Hi^^, 

a? 
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the Boroughreeve and Constlj>le40f Salford, tLe Special Con-' 
«taUes«.aad the seTeod oiher jiOApeotal^le iiibaJ>itaiita«ir1io m 
readily flapported.UimDi •n.the late oocasion, 
Manchester, 4th. AfInU 1817. 



Whitehall, 2d. AprU, 1817, 

X sbonld.iiot do Jiuftice .to, my Qwa fediogs, or those of 
i|iy,(?oUea^isS|.were, I nptto express, ^thoul delay,, our high 
aepseof.tbe pi|blici^i|iti a^dfiromuau^.whidi yaa have siaiii** 
fc^led.iiiider t^et^ii)|iendiagdaog2er which* ^at^.threateoed the 
tpwiiof ^a^cbefitjsr i ai^dof thejudi/piojis aad decisive measares 
whiol^ l^ne adopted to avert it. — Gfr^t. oomneDdatiop is also 
due to t)^ other JH^fagi^ftraies,^ ^sid to. the loyal and respectable 
Ii^iabilyuitfif^ of t;hat town» and i^pre especially to tiiose who acted 
a^ Special C9Q^^les pn thatimporti^it oceasiou, 

Tljie, public tr^^QilUty wjll not, J earnestly hope, be again 
i^^^ngeri^dj but the utQK^t,4^^n^ ofyigilao^^ and precaution 
will long continue, ta b? infUspeiisably necesaory; and I trust 
tl^t^^wUh |this ji^i^w^ no doiib| c^ oi^st qf tbe ifrgent expediency 
of f;esofrtingto th^ provisions of tjhe Watd^and Ward Act, which 
could not^l^to contribute ^os^ e/uei^ially to frustrate.the de-> 
signs of lie iU^dispos^jjIflf^disaflfected^a^^ ^tpafford effectual 
security ,^ ,^jb ; persona ^d prop^Y ^f ^® lohabitaqts of 
Hancb^a^er^ . r.. ,, , . , ., •... . „j . .^ ^ 

> ^; ; .I^v^^ebonortobe, 

• ' fi , ^^.®"^^^.. „. , .,. 

Your most obedient humble Servant* 

SiDMOUTH. 

The Boroughreeve and CoofitAUes, 
Manchester, a 

* The Boroughreeve and CSfisCaUes have the satisfaction to 
know ti^at tlie MagistrateiT have received from Government the 
strongest expression of approbaticyn in resped of their cendaoi 
on the hie occasion; btii mannucb as no particular reoom- 
mendtttion of future measures ap^ars in the letters to ikem, il 
has not ie^ considered Qe^e^my to^gvre tbem puUidty^ 
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^hitehaH,J2*h.,Mai^}i, 1817. 

,1 beg you to apcept my thauki^ for. the very s^itisfeptpry cpm- 
muDJic^^tion with ^htcti ypn h?Lve favoured me ^ and to be as- 
sured that the conduct^ pn JVlonday last, of the. Regiinent of 
Yeomaary Caty^b*y wliich is ui^der your command, i^as such as 
ta^ord to the p^ifers apd private of wh^m it consists the 
stpro^gest dsam )to the approbation pf ^is M[2y<^sty^S: (jovernm^nt. 
It iaJiigh^y ^tifying ,ta me tp jadd^.that. the, sentiments ex* 
{tressed by.Major-General Sii; John Byn^« as w^Jl fis by.all the 
Civil Aut|i(n?iti^^ of Mai^he^r^ are ;ho9Purablp in the utmost 
degree, to the services and ph^ractprof that public-spirited and 
truly respectable corps. , 

I have the. honour J;q be, Sir> 
Your most obedient and fip^itHful Servant, 
Sir J. P. Leicesjber, Bart. Sid^quth. 

The Manchester Yeomanry ha4 not then be^n,embodied. 

No. 4. 
At a Meeting of the principdl Inltnbitants of Manchester, 
held on the 9th, July, 181&, the folhwihg Resolutions pas- 
sed unanimously : . ' 

1. That in' the present state of the country, and particu- 
larly of this neighbourhood, it is highly expedient to unite in 
supporting the Constitution and laws of the land, for the preser- 
vation of public peace. 

2. That this meeting sincerely regrets ihe comodercial 
difficulties and embarassments which, in their melancholy conse- 
quences, unhappily afflict the working classes, ais well as 
tiieir employers, whose interests are mutually connected : yet it 
should be remembered that these lamentable circumstances are 
not peculiar to Great Britain. They are experienced on the 
continent of Europe, and still more seriously in the United 
States of America 3 whilst Gresit Britain possessed establish- 
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ments for reeving the pessure of indigence^ more mmieroiui and 
efficient than are to be foond in any other country. 

' 3. That this meeting views with indignation and abhor- 
rence the revolutionary principles now so studiously disseminat- 
ed through the medium of the press ; — the formation of schools 
and societies for inculcating insubordination and sedition^ as 
well as the efforts to extinguish all the obligations and impres- 
sions of religion ; — the scandalous reflections upon the admi^ 
nistration of justice ; — the menaces against the Prince Regent 
and the constituted authorities ; — the numerous assemblies in 
populous districts, where these principles are openly avowed ;—* 
thie continued employment of delegates' and missionaries, who 
subsist upon the contributions of the poor they are deluding^ — ^ 
the plan of sectionary divisions, and other well-known arrange- 
ments for preparing large bodies to act in concert;— the training 
of these local div^isions; — the preparation of pikes and other 
weapons ; -^ and the approadiing formation of a general union, 
to overturn^ the constitution of the country, under the pretext of 
a radical reform of Parliament. 

4. That to avert the danger which must result from such 
^ system, the cordial co-operation of all good and loyal subjects, 

without di^nction of party, is indispensably necessary. / 

5. That^m canfiormity with/these senitiments, the Decla- 
ration how produced and read be adopted by. this Meeting ; and 
that it be forthwith signed, and afterwards published as th« 
Committee hereinafter appointed may direct. 

Declaration. 

We, the undersigned, being seriously impressed with a 
sense of the danger which threatens the community from thq 
designs and practices of the disaffected, deem it indispensably 
necessary to declare our determination to sn))portthe Constita>- 
tion of the country, and to coroperate with the local authorities 
of these towns for the preservation of the publico peace j and we 
do earnestly call upon our felloWTtownsmen to join U3 ip taking 
every measure which the urgency of the case may demand^ t.o 
accomplish these most important objects^ 
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l^hU Decla^Uon yf^s signed by th6 Magistrates^ the Town^i» 
Officer^, iBkod abdve 2;40|Q of the principal Inhabitants. — ^Vide 
the Manchester Chronicle bf July 17^ 1819. 



No. 6. 

To the Wd^hipful the Chairman auj Magistrates as" 
sembled at the Qen^ral Quarter Session of the Peace for 
the Hundred of Salford* 

'TflE solemn and important duty ^hich We have B^en called 
ilpon to discharge txrold not fail to impress most forcibly upon 
cKir minds a gratefal sense orf the blessings which every individual 
cff this nation enjoys under the administration of just and equal 
Ikws, and hnder the^ protection of a Constitution so wisely and 
so excellenlly framed ; and we feel it incumbent upon us thus 
openly to express our united concern and abhorrence, when we 
observe that foiil and restless spirit of sedition whi'ch has so long 
been maturing its desperate desighsy and has so frequently dis- 
turbed the pubKc peace; assuming at the present moment tt 
tone of d^ance/andj^^nrsning a system of organization; which 
unquestionably indicd^ an approaching efiR)rt to involve this 
country in all the horrors of a revolution. 

We are fully aware of the alarming crisis at which* we are 
itrived, and * anxious that the public should be awakened to ft 
sense of the danger to which they are exposed. We neverthe- 
less feel a strong and well-grounded confidence in the zeal and 
loyalty of th» great body of the people> and in the unanimity 
with which aU good and honest men of ev^ party and persua-* 
sion will stand forward in repelling every outrage and violence 
which may be attempted ; and that they ^11 co-operate with 
the Civil Authorities in snpport qf our Laws and Constitution, 
iif the maintenance of public peace, and for the security of their 
properties and their li ves« 

We are well assured that the Magistrates and the Local 
Authorities of this district will adopt every measure of precau- 
tion which fheir wisdom and experience may judge necessary for 
the public M^Mj. At the same time, we cannot refrain from 
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^vti^ittd dttf d^id«d('o^kikAi/tkat it i# ex^edkttl (o recoiti« 
lil^d^e ii!MMdiitl€f^«««iA^1fMm of Ai^med Assbdalkms iii 
these towns and in Ibe ^samMittJKag diitricti&yioir ihe poi^kxfe c^ 
strengthening and supporting thfi Civil Power; and we are per« 
suaded that any recominendation from the Magistrates on this 
subject will be promptly and most eagerly obeyed. 
- " Bhl/wha*t%^ thus feel the Urgent decessity of providing 
for the public sectirity agaiiiitst every la*wli^ and tiieasoiM^le 
attempt of the abettors of involution/ we are n<it'inseftsiUe%o 
the distress which preyaHs aoipng the laboitfring dasses of soci- 
ety> in consequence of the pi«^i|t serio^ ^lepvession of owTr 
commerce. We know that the ^taats ai^d privations whi<^ the. 
fanulies of the indu9triouii$ labourf^ |ic^w ^idiYre, owing to the. 
I6w rate of wages^ are <e:3fttreQiely i^vere; and we ^el it our 
duty to recommend the jB^tjoii.pf every possible means for^ 
their relief and supped): btit we knowi at th^ same tirae> that 
their distresses biM^e m re|^tio|Q a^t^ f^U tp th^ .Government or . 
Constiliitipn of this country •; tbf^ ari^e from the state of our 
trade with foreign c^untiriesj'.fand are, purely of a commercial 
nature; and K^e kndw tfeiA «iqii^-. distress^ ,ip a far greater* 
degree. Is experienced both . i^ Ap^ca md Jth^ftoghout the ^ 
whole continent of Europe. ,,..>. ' » 

It fe evident, therefore, tQ the plain reason and understand- 
ing of every hon^M^ man, that any attemplv to disturb the public • 
tranquiHify^ and to seize tbi£^ <>cca9i<Hi of carrying int6 effect 
revolutionary designs against the State, can ; only sehve to 
increase aM ^mbil^r ou^ puesent jiii^&rtunes, — to interrupt the 
regular course df ; trad^— -an4 to retard the return lif bt^ifer and ^ 
more prio^pi^rouS'timea. ^And^^e fervently hope, Uiai such of • 
ourmi(9gttidad eanolpymen |« mfi^ have beei»8edtteed 'from- their 
a}legiance •win yetvserioml^ p9Q9e^ and omside^'tbat if they - 
persevere in.the wicked GQttrs^..whieh they are pursuing, they 
will inevitably bring upon themselves the josi and' severe pun- 
ishment of the offended lawft of their country. 

Thomas Peel, ,; . Christ<^her Parker, 
John Touchet^ , , Thomas Watkiiis, 
John Har^mati, , T. Wortbinigt^n,: 
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James Kay, - Thomas Uehhj, 

Avlhiir€l«^ lluBiiaa EatwifUr^ 

Willm. Hutchinson; " Thomas Barton^ 

Wi^aMT^w, JAii Tetlow, 

James fl. Retttn, WHfiam natton, 

l^iMn Lonfkis^, WiUiaraHai, 

A. WMtworlfa/ Robert Kay. 



No. 6. 

From the Mtmchester Obsener of Jvly U, 18^9. 



It finally bepo^ies Qur duty to caation tl^e Public against 
a horde of vi|e inc^idiiarieB» under the employ of the notorious 
blackfaced COLONEL— many ol whom are discharged men 
from the army^ prowKag in the country, professing to teach 
the use of arms, &c. :-^We eartte9tly exhort erery man to guard 
against this iofera<4 pack of pdUtfeal blood-hounds, ifho are 
trying to light tp the torch of destroetio^ amongst the people ; 
but in their i^ifoffe^, hoir#Tei^# should a second OLIVER 
be discoTered> it is deroully to be wished, ' that no time 
may be gty^n ibr K&l of Indemnity; hot, that a. NMi 
BRUTES wiU , ke, (ocu^d^ upoii |he spot, to placa in snch » 
miscreant's h^rl^ a «^ f ! ! 

As some of ihy Readers may not at the first view understand 
this melaphor, I %iR end^vour to render it into simple langui^e : 
-^^* It is our duty to pntthe Radicals upoii their guard, lest 
they should be again detected, in spite of their disguise, and 
brought to justice, by the faithful agents of an active and 
ilitel%eiit Magiistrate (late a Colonel of Volunteers); and to 
plunge a dagger into th^ hearts of any of them, whenever a 
private opportunity occurs.^' 

b 
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No. 7. 
Frwuik^MoMdieMUr Chronicle of JmlfSi, 18191 

We mentioned in a second ^ition of Ust Satorday the 
lamentable fact, that Mr. William Birch, assktaiiit depaty-oon^ 
stable of Stockport, had been shot in that towu by an assassin/ 
on bringing his prisoner, Harrison the schoolmaster, in custody 
from the Reform Meeting at Smithfield, in London. The man- 
ner of effecting this wicked act was in strict accordance with 
the sort of intimation which has of late come forth from the 
agents of revolution. Nearly on the same spot a man received 
a deadly blow from a bludgeon the other day, because he was 
suspected of being a Spy. Now a Peace-officer is shot, and in- 
tended to be destroyed, because he does his duty. Thus, if by 
intimidation or base example, society could be robbed of its 
natural protection, the law of the laud, and if the agents of the 
law be annihilated, the power of the law is virtually subtracted, 
radical reform Would have achieved its object : the present mode 
of Qovemment must c€»se, add a new order of things sneceeJ. 
A reguhur plan was laid to cut off thb officer. On his return, 
a crowd assembled about his house/ in which he had lodged his 
prisoner. Threatening language was used/ atid he deemed it 
prudent to consult the Rev. Mr. Prescot/the resideitt Msgis^ 
trate, what course to pursue to prevent his priiK>nef from bein^g 
rescued. On his road he was accosted by a man of th^ iiame of 
Bruce, who kept him engaged in talk, and breasted bimi till 
two others joined him. Birch felt his situation to be critical, 
from their manner, but be&re be could devise an escape he was . 
shot. He screamed aloud, and by an effi>rt of nature ran some 
yards, leaped over the wall of Mr. Lloyd's garden, and got into 
the house of Mr. Killer the surgeon before he fell! * The con- 
tents of the pistol are yet lodged in his right side, and his cond^ 
tion, is very critical. For the ends of jus^ce we are happy to 
say, that one of the villains, Bruce, is committed for trial. A 
Proclamation by Gbveniment, offers a reward of three hundred 
pdunds for the apprehension of the person who actually fired the 
pistoL 
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Trom the Manchester Chronicle of August2ist, 1819. 

On Sunday motniog an occurrence took place which gavo 
a shock to the feelings of all who heard of it. Two residents had 
gone very early in the morning to a Common called the Whiti 
Moss, not far from Middleton^ to see what they had so often 
been told of^ the Radical Reformers going through their milf- 
tary movements. Unfortunately they were recognized, and 
underwent the most barbarous treatment. A numher of th^se 
ruiOians detached themselves from the relit, beat these persoi^ 
inhumaidy with large sticks, threw them down, jumped ^n^n 
them, *ki<^ed them over the head and face, made them beg diei^ 
^lives upon their Icnees, forced them to abjure their King kiid 
withdraw ^eir .allegiance, and finally threw one of them into a 
rdit6h'{)ottom'iii a state of lifelessness, and left the other insen* 
<sibl6, with a horrid remark " tbat they were done for." One 
<»f tlie miserable ihen was also cut desperately in the face bjr 
' them with a"^ shai^i instrument. — ^This outrage gave but a mela£« 
choly foretaste of what was to be etspected from the assembling 
of such characters in the centre of the town on the following 
day. The solacing satisfactions of the Divine I>AY.were di-> 
minished by the obtrusion of painful anticipations as to how th^ 
tollowing day would terminate. 

Wrom'theMant^testerChrornckafAupistl, 181&. 

On Monday evening a man employed by our Police iii 
posting proclamations about the neighbourhood of the New 
Cross, and protected by a Constable, yas assaulted, whilst doiof 
his duty in a steady qaanner, bya nuo^erousasiriembbge ofper* 
sons. The peace-officer seized one of them, but he was at onee 
rescued by the mob, who beat the bill-poster and the C<HlfltaUe, 
mod obliged them to take refiige it the Crown and Kettie Ino» 
J/o MAve their lives* A messedger was dispatched to the Police* 

b2 
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office with iBfomiation, and f«r iiwtoioe. The Borongfareere, 

the (lefatabktt, the D^pitly-Coas^l^le, imd tey^ or eight 

MsistaatB, immediatelj made to the spot: the mob« about two 

Ihonsaod persons^ opeaed a pa3sage for fbb^ tI)|ro«gb tb^ een- 

Ire towards the Croya and Kettle^ biit cl<^ied m upoQ them by 

comfon qofsentj and sboatiug "Now fpriX^ Ifida T' coixupeQced 

II Aijii^va atMick upon them with large pavm^-stoiies^ which cavoie 

10 tr^meodojis showers* These highly respectable and loeritoriov^ 

^iibli^ Oflicers were in conseQoence oUig^ to fly^ t9 i^Ye tbeir 

Jive^ whiph were in immnmX daoger. Thoogji wyerel^r stmck 

j>y lar^rei^tones^ they, fortunately^ incurred no serious iujur^f. 

Tbc^ «en jfint attadeed did not so escape. One of thew xf^nwh 

M A severe oontnsion on the eye^ wd the other ww nmchbujrt 

A <^<N»pf oy of the 8Sth» regiment^ staiioned. in the^ KiDj$;-9treet 

jbiirrai^ui i^n^der tiije coinn»nd of Colonel McGregor, wai the^i 

jnarchcd by i»» officer to the New-Crosst atteinded by t^he Ciigil 

Oncers, and dispersed the im]|titiide.^Qn Tnesday n^ht tbeae 

jrffi^ai^lpry penMtpa asaembled agfun^ apd a breaKii of the Peac^ 

.acti^red;^ in an attacl^. with stonea upon two gentlemen w1m> 

were mere pafsengeiv. Bnt on Wednesdaj ereiuag two PoUee- 

jaScem who wej^ passing on their dnty wejre assaulted in th^ 

ifimeontcQj^^ns manner^ pn^ued« atoned^ and of^iged* to tal^e 

jfcelter in a bonae, the wiudowa of which were, sh0rt|y ^ewwlish- 

•d by showers of great stones^ w;hiob had been jpr^u^'oia/y ^i- 

Ucted in heaps by these ruffians, to be ready for use. From this 

house the two men ultimately escaped with safety. — ^We do not 

recollect an instance at any time, even at the most turbulent 

period^ when tlie BarOKghraeve and Constables here met with 

such indecedt and outrageous conduct towards themselves per-^ 

sonally when on the duty of the Public. 

No.W. 
Wfrnti tk$ MmwhnUrOh9crmr of fuh^ 31, 1819. 

MA^CHBSTBit MJ&LIO liEETJ[NG..-^Tha Pnb- 
«iinaiitreapMlfoily informed, that a MEETING win be Md 
' Imia ^MONDAY the 9th. ^ AUOOST, 1819, on ^ araa 
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near ST. PETER'S CHUKCH, to Ukc into coD3i<l«r9tio» 
the most 9p«Qd^ «^ e&«tual mode of obtaining Radical Refon^ 
IB the Commpi^' Hous* of Parliament ; l^eing fully conviiu^dp 
that notbis^ lew van remove the intolerable evils uuder which 
the People of thi^ Coantry have so lon^« and do still, groan : r? 
and also to consider the propriety of the " Unrepresented Inha* 
hitants of MaAchester*' electing a Person to represent them in 
Parliament : and the adopting Major Cartwright's Bill. 

H, HUNT, Esq., in the Chair. 

Bfi^or Cartvright, Sir Charles Wolseley, Mr. Chailes Pear- 
iM>n, Mr. Wookr, and Godfrey Higgins, Esq., have been solicited 
and are expciBtsd to attend. 

William Ogden, 26, Wood^treet, 
James Broadshaw, 32, Newton-street, 
Wm. Drinkwater, 29, Loom-street, 
Thomas Bond, 7, John-street, 
Janea Lang, fi^ning-sfree^ 
Janes Rhodes, 46, Henry-street, 
Edward Roberts, 2, Aic<M»4trt6t, 
Timothy Rooth, 1 , Littk Pitf-«tael, 
Thomas naBt, 16, Oak^mtreet, 
Jaaea W«ir, 11, GtuMitrtet; 
Natfa* Massey, 2, Sohoolnrtreft 
Chair to Wtaken at Iji o'cloek, 

Manchester, July 23, 1819. 

*^* The 3oroKghreeve, Aiagistirate^ and CimstaUea art 
jr^qnested to at^nd* 

No. IL 
From the Mancketier CJkr^aicie ofAngmst 7, 1S19. 

NEW BAILEY COURT HOUSE, 
Saturday, aU^ Jviy, 1819. 
WBI1SA8 it aj^ars by an Advertiaemei^ in the MoM' 
eh9sUr Observer Pi^ of this day, that a PUBLIC and IL- 
LEGAL MEETING beon?en6d for Monday the 9th. day ff 
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AagQstnest, to beheld on the area near St. Peter's Church, 
Manchester :— We, the undersigned MAGISTRATES, acting 
for the counties palatine of LANCASTER and CHESTER, 
dohereby caution all persons to abstain, AT THEIR PERIL, 
Srom attending such ILUIGAL MEETING: 

William Hulton^ 
James Norris, 
John Enttnsle, 
William Marriott, 
Thomas Wm.Tatton, 
J. Holmcv 
R. Marsh, 
Trafford Traffor^ 
Ralph Fletcher. 

No. 12. 
JFrctnthe Manchester Observer of August!^ 1819, 



^ 



. Fellow Citizens^ — On ray return from Liverpoot witb 
th^ reisoilt of the uiiportant mission, which you did me the honor 
to confide into my hands, and in thfb faithful discharge of my 
•duty towards yoa,an<}.the reft of^my Fellow Citizens, I deem it 
^necessary thus pdMioly to inA>rm you, that after taking Coun- 
ters Opinion upon the legality of your Public »Notice> I am in^ 
3tructed by Mr. Raincock, to say ''That jthe .intBixtioB of 
^choosing Representatives, contrary to the exkfii)g law, tends 
greatly to render the proposed meeting seditious^ underthose 
•circumstances it would be deemed justifiableinthe Magistrates 
to prevent such meeting.*' 

In recommending yon to withdraw your Notice, and relin- 
iquish^yonr ihteitioh of meeting your neighbours on the .impor- 
tant subject intended to have been discussed on Monday next, 
i deem it necessary to state to you and to the public, that in tkip 
^opinion of the most enlightened friends to Liberty, resident in 
•tiiverpeol, your Requisition is perfectly legal and constitutional ; 
-^hey are, nevertheless, induced to recommend this pause in your 
proceedings, merely in consideration of the crud threats of vi»* 
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ience issued ia ft paper from the Benck of Magistrates^ asooe tEe) 
poblication of your Notice, and of the evident preparations now 
making to earry those threats into execution. I am acquainted 
with your necessities — I know the honesty of your ii^ntions— . 
tmd the lawful means you are desirous of pursuing; but in a. 
question of absolute right> you are not prepared to defend your- 
selves ; I therefore do not deem it advisable, under the present 
circumstances, to subject the persons of yourselves or your 
friends, to the illegal and unconstitutional violence which your 
oppressors and their contemptible tools have prepared for the 
occasion. 

The formidable pr^arations which your tyrants have made t» 
meet you^ their Unarmed and suffering victims, is the highest 
compliment in thdr power to bestow upon you ; it is more even . 
than you could hope to gain by the Meeting ; you therefore may 
relinquish the objectionable parts of your requisition without 
regret, or even the shadow of a defeat. 

Col. Williams, a County Magistrate, had the honest boldness 
on Monday last at the Liverpool Quarter Sessions, to advocate 
your cause, and the cause of the Lancashire Reformers, before 
his brother Magistrates ; he confounded the whole bench ; not 
one man being disposed to reply to the constitutional arguments 
of this faithful and sincere fritod of his country. 

I be^gleave to conclude with reminding you, and aH the friends 
of Liberty and Justice, that our cause grows and gathers 
strength with the plunderings of our enemies; whilst their rapa- 
city must not only destroy the means of their own existence, 
but must ere long turn them to the destruction of each other* 
I am, very faithfully. 
Your obedient servant, 

j; T. Saxton. 

No. la. 

Fnm the Manchester Observer of August 7, 1819» 

MANCHESTER PIJBUC MEETINQ.-rTA RE- 
^UISITION having been presented to the Boroughreeve and 
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Hqq x hrf ^e fl i in a few bofon, reqtteftlmg^ flkem t6<»]l a PtfB- 
MC BIEBTIN6 " To tmmder Me propriety &fadoptmg the 
moH tfi«At oiNf fi^ECTUAL iw^^ifo tf ohtdhUng a KEPoitii Ht 
the Ccmmo^ H&metfParRdmeKt/* imd ^«y having ^dincfA 
to ^alliiidi M^mg^, thetefere the imdeiwgfted IteqabitkmiBt^ 
gtre NOTICE that a PoUte Heeting idB be held, on the area 
neat St. Pelei^s CSrarcfa, ibr the abof e m^rtioned parpose, on 
Monday the Mth. inttant — tiie Chaii^ to be taken by H. Hont, 
Esq., at Vt o'dock. 

%* Major Cartwright — Mr. Wooler — Mr. Pearson-^ 
Mr. Oarfile — Dr. Cronpton — Edward IttiBhton — Mr. J. 
Smiili--Mr. Thonma Smttfa^iriB be invited to attend thia 
oieeting. 
Mfanehefiiter, 6fh. Attgnat^ ISl^.^ 

[Then follow about 270 signatutes, with the places of resi- 
dence.] . . , 

The signatures of honsehoUers, who have since come to the 
office of the Observer, have exceeded one thousand, which for 
want of time and room, we are compefled to omit. 

W^. 14. 
Ftcm the MtMcheHer iHhserter of August 14, 1819. 

TO THE REFOBMERS OP MANCHESTER AND 

NEIGHBOURHOOD Fellow Countrymen, — Our 

enemies are exulting at the victory they profess to have obtained 
over us, in consequence of the postponement, for a week, of 
the PUBtIC MEETING intended to have been held on 
Monday last. 

The Editor of the London Courier (although he admits we 
are only checked not subdued) appears to be as much rejoiced 
as if V» and Us e^oeffutor^, had fbr a titto escaped onhurt 
from the effects of an earthquidre, x>r some other great national 
oalaaity ; hia ihod^hirsiy UmMors of the local press of Man- 
chailirMnHUildAigidMtht hsun^ thefar employers, although I 
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«m k^ormed they attempt to do it, by resorting to the most yvH* 
^r and impotent abuse* To reply to any of their malignant and 
contemptible efforts, would only tend to drag them forth, for a 
moment, from their natural insignificance and obscurity ; there- 
fore, jpu will bestow on their petty exertions the most perfect 
indifference ; for as they are bei^ath your anger, so y&u will 
Qoteveu puffer them to attract your notice. 

You will meet on Monday next, my friends, and by your 
$teudy,Jirmt and temperate deportment, you will convince sdl 
your enemie$, that you feel you have an important and an im- 
perious public duty to perform ', and that you will not suffer 
any private consideration on earth to deter you from exerting 
every nerve, to carry your praiseworthy and patriotic intentions' 
into effect. 

The eyes of all England, nay, of all Europe, are fixed upon 
y^ j :and: every friend of real reform, and of rational liberty, is 
tremblingly alive to the result of your meeting on Monday next. 

Our £nemi£S wiH seek every opportunity, by the means of 
their nanguinary agents, to excite a Riot, that they may have 
a pretence for Spilling our BlooD/ reckless of the awful imd 
certain retaliation that would ultimately fall on their heads. 
' EVERY FRIEND QF REAL AND EFFECTUAL 
REFORM is offering up to Heaven a devout prayer, that you 
may follow the example of yoTur b^ethem of the Metropolis ; andy 
by your it^ad^, patient, persevering, and peaceable conduct on 
that day, frustrate their Hellish and Bloody Purpose. 

Come, then, my. friends, to the Meeting on Monday, armecf 
with NO OTHER Weapon but thit of a self-approving con^i- 
ence ; determined not to suffer yourselt^es to be irritated or ex- 
cited, hy any means whatsoever, to commit any breach of the 
public peace. 

Our opponents have not attempted to show that our reasoniljg 
is fallacious, or that our conclusions are incorrect, by any other 
argument but the threat of violcnde, or to put us down by the 
force of the sword, the bayonet, and the cannon. They assert, 
that your leaders do nothing but mislead and deceive you, 
although they well know, that the eternal piuiiciplcs t)f truth 
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knd justice are too deeply engraven on your hearts, and tbit yoi^ 
are at length become (nnfbrtunately for them) too well acqviaint- 
ed with your own rights, erer agun tor sofler any man, or any 
'fiu;tion, to miisdead yon. 

We hereby invite the Boronghreeve, or any of the nme wiser 
Magis1rate9firhasigned the Proclamation declartng the Bieeting 
to have been held on Monday last, iUegal, and threatening, at 
Aie same time^ tSl those who abstained fromgaingto the said 
Meeting; we invite them to come amongst us on Monday next. 
If we are wrongs it is their duty as Men, as Magistrates, and 
as Christians, to endeavoar to set us right, by argnnumt, by 
reason, and by the mild and irresistible precepts 0/ persuasive 
truth; we promise them an attentive hearing, and to abide by 
the result of conviction alanei But, once for all,* we repeat^ 
that we despise their threats, and abhor and detest those, who 
would direct or control the mind of man by violence or FORCE. 
I am, my Fellow Countrymen, 

Your sincere and faithful Friend, 

HENRY HUNT. 
Smdky Cottage, Wednesday, 
August n, 1S19. 

No. 15. 
Front tfie Manchester Chronicle ofJuhf 24. 

Letter from Lard^Sidmouth to the Lord Lieutenant of the 
county of Chester. 

Whitehall, 7th July, 1819. 
My Lord, — ^Thenmnerons Public Meetings ^ich have lately^ 
taken place at StOekport, and the adjacent parts of Lancashire, 
their manifest purposes, and the language which has been held 
at tiiem, have engaged the serious attention of his Majesty'a- 
Government: your Lordship's presence, under these circum- 
stances, .in the County of which your Lordship has the charge^, 
cannot but be highly desirable and important ; in order that, 
under your Lordship's authority,, the most prompt and eflfectuaU 
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loneans ma]r1)e adopted for the pre8enratioiii)fihe*traiiquiltity i>f 
the county of Chesten 

The utmost vigilance and activity on the part of the Magis- 
trates in those districts to which I referred^ is indispensably 
and urgently necessary^ to maintain, and lenforce^ if .requisit<^ 
•obedi^ce to thelaws, and to bring to justice those offenders by 
whom they n^y be violated. For these purposes.it is earnestly 
hoped that the power of the Civil Authorities will be fully suffi- 
cient; but as a measure of precaution^ your Lordship is desired 
^ give immediate directions to the several Corps of Yeomanry 
Cavalry in thecounty of Chester^ to hold themselves in readiness 
to attend to any call for support and assistance, which, in case 
-of necessity, they may receive from the Magistrates; and the 
:utmo8t confidence is justly placed in the zeal and promptitude 
^ith which, under such circumstances, the call will be obeyed. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 

SlDHOlTTH. 



No. 16. 
i^rom the Manchester Chronicle of September 4. 

MANCHESTER INFIRMARY. 

Weekly Board, 30th. August, IS19. 
The following paragraph from the ^ MANGHESTElt 
OBSERVER" of the 28th. instant, having been read, 

" Every patient in the Infirmary was literally turned out, 
^' whicli could possibly b^e done, preparatory to the luMrnble 
" butchery which took place ori* the 16th. ins^emt, in order t0 
*' prepare for the wounded which might be brought there for 
" surgical aid. This fact is almost conclusive that something 
*' was previously arranged, and of which the fhiits wereiiecn on 
*' that bloody day. One instance we will state* to shew how 
" deeply interested those persons must have heen> (who they 
** are we know not) who could send out of this house of mercy 
" an individual, t^e very day after an amputation of the leg 

'' had been performed ! ! !" 

^ c2 ' > 
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It wa$ resolved unanimously, 

THAT this BOARD deem it a duty which they owe to 
the TRUSTEES and SUBSCRIBERS to this INSTITU- 
TION, aod to the Public atiarge, to declare, that no deviatiofl* 
whatever from the usual practice resp)ectingthe admission or dis- 
charge of patients took place on Monday the \6t?L instant : 
and to shew hy the annexed report of the cases of the week, 
that the above assertions of the "Oft^ertJer** paper are totally 
devoid of truth ; and this Board cannot yiew without indigna- 
tion, the publication of a statement which might haye been 
kAown, on the slightest enquiry, to be grossly false. 

REPORT. 
On the morning jof the I$th. instant, there were 

in the House 116 Patients 

The Weekly Board that morning discharge^ cured 

JOT n^ade .Out-Patients 30 

Remaining in the House m...*.. v. ..-••••• 86 

And at the same time admitted In-Patients, being 

the whole number of those applying for ad-> 

miBsion ........ ......*....>«....v*v*—*v»^***«*«****.* •• 22 

Making a Total Number of Patients in the House^ 

previous to the Meeting » 108 

The number of the Beds in the House are.. « 120 

Ofwhich are reserved for accidents 6 

114 

The only (;s^eg^f amputation .^t the Infirmary in the weel^ 
previous to the 16th. August were^- 

William Jiindle^ firom Accrington, near Blackburn, ijrhose leg 
was amp^ta^d on J^aturday the 14th. August, and Richarc) 
Bradley, 14 years ofage^ who was brought in on Saturday th^ 
I4th. with a lacerated arm« which was immediately amputated. 
They are both yet in the House, and have never been removed. 

The only case of amputation which was discharged on Monday 
the }6th. was that of 

William White, of Wright-street, Old Quay, who had been i^ 
Ibe ]9<mse six weeks after the .aqdpatation h«d been performed. 
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tLtii who had been informed by his surgeon, one week previously,' 

that lie would be made an Out-Patient at that thne.-^By order 

of the Boards 

JAMES JACKSON, Secretary. ^ 

No. 17. 
From the Manchester Chronicle of October 2, 1819. 

MANCHESTER INFIRMARY and DISPENSARY. , 

Extract from Mr. Hunt's Speech at the Crow^ and Anchor 
Tavern, as appeared in the Times paper, dated the 14th. Sep- 
tember : 

" A poor man was cut down on tlie 16th. August, and in the 
*' pressure of the crowd, occasioned by the charge of the Cavalry, 
'' had his shoulder dislocated, his elbow crushed, and his hand 
*' severely cut. He was taken to the Infirmary, and was, whei| 
" it came to his turn to be examined, thus addressed by one of 
" the Surgeons — ' You wont go to another meeting for reform I 
'' warrant ?* ' Yes, 1 shall,* was the reply, ' if I recover : this 
'' last meeting hsus shewn me more strongly than ever the neces- 
" sity of reform.* — The consequence was, that the man was turned 
^' out of the Infirmary, and in that wretched state forced to make 
** his way home, a distance of seven miles, as well as he could — 
" This account, he, Mr. Hunt, had got from Mr. Pearson, and 
^ the Surgeon who afterwards called to attend the man in his 
^ own liouse.*' 

Extract from the Courier of the same date. 

" One other case of hardship he begged to mention — A poor 
'*' man had both his shoulders dislocated and forced out of their 
'' sockets, one arm was broken, and he had received cuts across 
*' his hand and his forehead: taken to the Infirmary, a Surgeon 
^ was about to dress his wounds, when another (entered and ac- 
^' costed the patient with ' Ha! ha ! you have been to the Meet- 
^' ing I see, I think you will know better than to go to any more 
*' such meetings.* ' After what I have seen to day,^ the man 
^' replied, ' I am of opinion that reform is more necessary than 
^'ever.* 'Oh you rascal, you do, do you, then you sha'iit 
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•* stay b«re ?* The man was tl^n directly turned ont of his bed,^ 
*' has clothes forced on, and he dismissed without relief, to drag 
*' his dislocated limbs seven miles to his home. — This he knew 
^ to be true, from the testuneny of the man himaeJf, and from 
*' that of the Snrgeon who had subseqoently attended him." 
Extract from a Letter signed*' Ckas. Pearson/* as appeared 
in the London Observer, dated September 20th. 
" One man whom I saw a few days since, received a dei^erate 
*' wound on the head while on his knees supphcating for mercy ; 
^* and another poor fellow was with him, who suffered a dislo- 
" cation of his shoulder, a sabre wound on the head, and se- 
" veral severe contusions on different parts of the body. He 
" informed me that he was conveyed to the Infirmary, and nn- 
" dressed for bed ; but upon being visited by one of the attend- 
" ants, he was accosted in an insulting tone, with ' Well you 
'' have had enough of it ; I suppose you will never attend a 
'' Manchester meeting again ?' The poor fellow hsiiving ven- 
" tured to reply, ' That this atrocious work more than any 
*' thing convinced him that some alteration in the system wan 
'* necessary' — he was peremptorily ordered out of the House 
" and compelled, in his dreadful condition, to walk bome, a 
" distance of six miles. When I saw him his arms were hang- 
'' ing useless by his side, his visage pale arid emaciated from 
" pain, and his whole frame enfeebled by loss of blood. His 
" wretched appearance would have found for him pity among 
"the Savages of the Desert; but the doors of a charitable in- 
** stitution in a Christian country were shut against him.'' 



The foregoing statements having been submitted to the Me- 
dical 0$cers of this Institution, the following report was re<r 
ieeived from them and read to this Board : 
. At a Meeting of the Faculty, held September 21st., to takf 
into oonsideration the preceding statements, agreeably to a 
{lesolutio^ t^f the Weekly Board : - 

Rejsolved, That af)er the most deliberate investigation of the 
•Medical Offipers, and examination of the Pupils of this Tnstitu- 
iTQp, wp deplaire that the above statements are wholly destitute 
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•f truth ; and that no person with a dislocated shbnld^ AppMeli 
for surgical assistance on the 16th. August ; and that no patient 
whatever was dismissed that did apply, without evfery proper 
ikttention haying been paid to his case. — (Signed) 

S. A. Bardsley, M. F. William Slmmdim 

Edward Holme, M. I>. Gavin Hattiilton 

John Mitchell, M. D. John Thorpe 

Henry Hardie, M. D. J. A. Ransbme 

Edward Carbutt, M. I>: J. AinswWth 

Robert Thorpe, 

Sutgeonii 
The undersigned Physician of the Infirmary having been ab- 
sent from^town, and consequently unable to attend the meeting 
of the Faculty on the 21st. inst, has subsequently vdkde the 
necessary inquiries,^ suid fully concurs in the above resolution. 

Edihund Lyon, M. D. 
WEEKLY BOARD, September 27, 
Resotved unanimomltf. That this Board view With deep re-^ 
gretthe circulation of a calumny so injurious to this Institution,- 
and so grossly false in all its particulars ^ and think it a duty 
they owe to the supporters of the ]^titution>.and the PubHe, to 
•ommunicate to them the above report of the Medical Officers df 
these Chantiesi which affords a complete contradiction of the 
statements contained in the reported speech of Mr. Hunt, and 
in the letter signed " Chas. Pearson.*' — ^By oi-der of the Board ^ 
JAMES JACKSON, Secretary. 

No. 18. 
From the Manchester Chronicle of October 16, 181^. 

MANCHESTER INFIRMARY and DISPENSARY- 
Weekfy Board, October 4,.IS19. 

Extract from Mr. Hunt's Address to the Livery at tiie Ekb^ 
tion of the Lord Mayor, as it appeared in the Globe paper of the* 
30th. September : 

" Gentlemen, — You have expressed your opinions «f the Man-^ 
<^ester Magistote^ and their agents. I shaU state, to Jrou one 
fresh case of^ttrocity which lately eame to my knowledge. A 
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poor industriofis man of the name of Hall^ and his Son> a ba/ 
dbout fifteen years of age, were both employed at a manufactory 
at Manchester ; a feeling of interest or curiosity led Hall to the 
meeting of the sixteenth. He was cut down ; he received in 
particular one desperate wound in the skiill, (here some persons 
on the hustings aflfected to laugh). Gentlemen> said Mr. Hunt, 
I will not take notice of these persons, I leave them to your 
contempt and execration ; their hearts are barred against the 
feelings of humanity, and they are lost to common shame, (ap- 
plause and cries of indignation). Gentlemen, this poor man re- 
mained for seventeen days speechless and insensible; he never 
.uttered a sentence. After the end of seventeen days he died 
in the hospital, but his name was not recorded, no notice was 
taken of his death, no inquest was held on his body ', his poor 
son and his fellow'labourers attended him to the grave, tt was 
afterwards thought necessary to dismiss his son from the manu- 
factory; his feUow-labourers subscribed a penny each; they 
. gave him eight shillings and sixpence, and advised him to walk 
up to London to Mr. Hunt. The boy has arrived in town, his 
affidavit of the facts is now preparing, and will probably ap- 
. pear in the public papers to-morrow. There is another case 
of peculiar atrocity which has lately come to light. A boy 
twelve years of age, was cut down by the cavalry, and 
taken to the Infirmary ; his father, a poor old man, disconsolate 
at the loss of his child, inquired for him at the Infirmary : he 
was answered that no such person was admitted : he went away 
miserable and uncertain of the fate of his child : he went about 
making inquiries, and wa^ the next day informed by several 
persons, that they, saw such a lad oarrjied to the Hospital. The 
father, almost frantic, returned to the Infirmary and forced his 
way in; he went through the different wards and beds but 
could not find his child; he was on the point of going out of the 
Hospitali when he looked behind the door and saw his clothes. 
Said he, although my boy is not here, I will swear these are bis 
coat, waistcoat, and breeches : where, where is my child P ^hftt 
have you done with him ? for God^s sake, if you regard the feel- 
ings of a &ther^js poor broken heart let me s^e him dead or 
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tilive. (Cries of horror.) Butitiva^ia vain that his uiiliap|(y 
father made this app^l ; he has never since seen or heard oi 
his child. Gentlemen, atrocities like these are every day heard 
ofsince the fatal 16th. of August ; the sun never sets on that 
part of the country without discovering new instances of atrocity 
and of sufferings ; I am convinced tha^t you have not yet heard 
of half the number of deaths, of half the number of wounEds^ 
the cuttings and maimihgs, that have marked the bloody tri^ 
umphs of the Manchester Cavalry.'' 



The above statements having been read at this « Board, and 
strict inquiries made from the officers, &c., connected with the . 
Charity, it appears that they are totally voidof truth. 

It was resolved unanimoksly, — That the Chairman be re^ 
quested to give a contradiction to the above gro^s and wilfid 
calumnies against this Institution; and to give it such publicity 
as he may think necessary. 

JAMES HIBBERT; ChahrmAn, 

and IVeasurer of th^ Infirmary'. 



No. 191 
• Fr(m the Manch4ster Chronicle of September 11, 1819; 

for the County of Chester. 
Sir J. T. Stanley, Bart., Foreman: 
Lc^d Belgrave Henry Cotton, Esq. 

Sir H. H. Mainwaring, Bart. D. Davenport, Esq. 
Thomas Cholmondeley, Esq. E. Davies Davenport, EsqV 
Thomas Barker, Esq. Wilbraham Egerton, Esq. 

T. C. Clutton, Esq. Ht. Hibbert, Esq. 

Charles Cholmondeley, Esq. John IsherWood, Esq. 
D. Ashley, Esq, Ralph Leycester, jun., Esq^ 

G. Wilbraham, Esq. Thomas Marshall, Esq. 

W. H. Worthingtoh, Esq. t>. Stracy, Esq. 

R. Taylor, Esq. Clement Swette^ham, Esq;. 
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For the Cauntf^ qf Lancaster. 

Lord St&iditfy, Fdreman. 

f.Blaoldbnie, fi8^.,M.P. Jbfaailioniby, E«q. 

IS. BbMleWilibrattan, Es^. Jm. Ii«rgreave9> E«l- 

EUiiiiradli<nrrf»y, Esqi^M.*]^. RidfaM Leigb» Eflf. 

Wm. BlnhdeU^ E^q, Thoml^l^ii, Eflq, 

Thoma»4::iayton,* Esq. T. ii. Pfttk^^.^sqi 

Richard Townley Crosse, ^ Esq. Shakespeare Phillips, Esq^. 

Dam^Dcttrdkii^ E^. R. T. Parker, Esq. 

Jdhn'EntMfe, Esq; James IShtattlewtfrlh^ Esq. 

William Fox^ Esq. Jas. Staikie, E^. 

John HaijgreiBnr^ £^.^ P. E. Toimkly, Esq. 

iUJbt. Hole, «aq. B«hielWils0ii,£flq, 

^tmxtj^ pafatint of (S^^jitfiuc* 

We, the Grand Jiiiyx>f Uie coanly^palatine of Chester,^! the' 
.assize holden at Chaster, t>u the 1st of September, 1819, feel' 
it incumbent at this >time, to declare our ittdignation at the ma- 
chinations of artful and itinerant demagogues, who disseminate 
papers of the most dangerofM atiAct seditious tendency, aLpublic 
m^li^; Sdth fieedoin'in iheir mctdthiii 9Ad fiMd andphn^der 
in their hearts, employ the most inflammatory language; insi-- 
diously inculcate, under theBj^doifal veil of reform, hatred, and 
•ontempt of our'Constiliition ;; and instigate 4he ignorant and un-^ 
wary" even to. exert physical force (that is, violence and open' 
arms) for, the enforcement of their visionary claims^ at once use-: 
tbss in themstlves, destructiive of the rights and propeHy of Cheir^ 
lellow-subjects, and involving the countiJy in one genef&l fain. 

T^or can we refrain frpm declaring oAr disgust and hori^riitv 
tiie odious and blasphemous publications pourdd forth tbrbiigh- 
out the couAb*y, in which the Holy Steriptures are held 'tfp to de-- 
rision, reyiled, and scoffed at, andituda6i6usly denounced totlie 
people as false, with the fnalignant intention of' eradicating frbtn 
their ^Q^ds an moral checks, and all the hopes and cbmltNis'ta 
|>e delved from religion ; but, with the more seribiis and peculiar 
anxiety and d'etestation,.w^ contemplate the ttnremlttlhg'exeV-- 
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We^. therefore, stfOB^ly impressed xfith the excellence of oar 
constitutioD, protecting all ranks and degrees of society, arn 
firqily l^e^ved by eve^meai^ ii^ourfover tf^ enfo^ce^the due 
execatioi|.ofthe laws a^nst the seditiQUs apd di3ai9rected^ andr 
against all wiio, either by their acts or otherwise, ei^danger the, 
public peace and safety ef the realm. — {Sifn&i hjf thfi Grand 

■ ' ' , iSo.?a '■'..- , • ; 

' STAR INN, MANiQ^iraiSVeR, 190^ August^ 181A 

ATaniiBiera]is.and higMy^i«ifeotable Mfifii^Ili&ol^^ 
INUABITANTO of MANeUBSTfiR aad SAfiPORB^ ^* 
their Neighbourhood, h«hl h^pe this day,. W take into^ aonsi^ 
deralMa the best node <i£ es^msfdng tkeip $^itbd«> to the Ma- 
f btrales, the. BMra^hreeves and Co&s4»Mes, th»S|ie<M€«ii^ 
aftables, aoid tiie several MHitaiy Bodies eDgag«dlii seeiUkigi^^ 
the public sQ^ty, andpaiAiodariyiAisiippressiQgliiedisoiite^ 
andtasniltaoua ]«uemblage oa Mopday-)^ 

MMEft RRiSRLBY, E»fiire, Swi^ OhvAwiwhiW 
InthellHiftirj: 

M; TiMvUheIiiMMtaal8^fMaB€fae840raiidMW^ 
they feci tlMmsehres boniui to presepve t^ ifeiestoeble pHfiege 
«i peMtfiDDtng fn^theredi^ess of gi to n m ec s , wJHaever ft^lbexn 
psesa their ablMrranee^ott and to^ resist tfte Ii«milta6a0 assei^ 
blage withia these tewis ^f persons fiN>m dislaitt plaoes^ and eisk' 
peciaBy wiieft marehlkig ufider^ banners «ud abooittpanied \f 
s^Oiibolt, aMi othei^ demoMtnitlins e# roMIbii^ perfectly fo- 
seign ffiA the exercise of the rigtt^ peti^nihg. 

ikL ^I'lMttheiababitaiilB^^Maiidltster^uidSdlbM 
4MQgr the exptesskNTof their gMeM ad^iiiedgmentsto the 
Magistrates of the counties pakHibe eTLancasler and Chester, 
Mm ^va seab% iBd se f^gifeMM^r ex^^ 
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tte safety of these towns and the neighbourhood ; and esp^* 
Ally for their conduct with respect' to the tumidtuous assemblage 
jon Monday last, which was chiefly composed of persions from a 
distance. 

3d., That the than&s of the public are emiriently diie to 
Majo^- General Sir John Byng, for' the solicitude he has mani- 
fjssted, and the able arrangements he has made, for the general 
safety of the district. 

4th. That the warmest gratityde is especially dae to the 
Boroughreeves and Constables of Manchester and Salford for 
the great ability, vigilance, and activity with which they have 
jdischarged theiir anxKHis, itaiporlant, and iabmous duties durr 
ing the existing disturbances, as well as upon all occasions. 

5th. ^\^%l^ ej9pec^a| tl^aoks of this meeting be giireii ta 
lieutenant ()o}oiid y^straig^jlhe officer in command on Mon- 
day, Ivr hi».gr^ ^x«rtio^, 99 well as his jtdicions .arrange-'^ 
nieptat^ seoHjreith^ peace of th^setowBs. 
. ^h. Tji^t tl^e ^tefcl imiNtesstons of this meeting ite re^ 
apectfttUy commni^icdted to ^lieutenant-ColoQd Dalrymple, of 
^he )$lh.j|{a8sars; >to Zieat^ftant-Colonel Toayii,ofthe Slat, 
regime^it of foot; to Lieutenant-Gdonel Me 6regor> of t^SBtli. 
regiment pf foot ; to Miyor Byoeley, of the Royal Horse AclHr 
Jery 9 and to A^e ofiiioertf 9^i sea of tbdr reGfieetive corps^ f<Hr 
the very important services fendered by them on this occasion. 

7th. That the Public at large .ndU ever remember witii gra-^ 
tiCade the patri<^e qS&t recently made 1^ Si^jk^ Fleming^ 
Leycester, ji^lhe services of his eoip8> Ihe Plrince Rcgenf s Re* 
gim^t 9f CJi^eil^ X^<^(b^>7 Cavalry ; and the zeal and ala- 
crity with irhioh JLieatrGojU Townshend> and thejpfficers and men 
imder his c^Banna^d, cao^e £iHrward (for the third time) anci 
aiR>rded such essential atdt^war/tls the proteetiaB of these towns. 
. %8th. That the gn^^fiil tkikifcf of the inhabitants (^ these 
towns be prescnteAto MiyV Trafi^rd^snd the oorps of Maor 
.Chester and 3alfoi:d yeom^mry Cavaky> fbr the effectual assi^* 
pxi^e, they ha^ve re^derod te ttie civil f ow^ in the discharge of 
their arduous aad impertant duties. 

9th* Thid this labeling retarna its biBirttt^ycste the fecial 
Pmutabfea of Maachester^ Sa^ord, and the naghboaring towna^ 
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for the extraordinary spirit and perseverance they have evinced 
in the discharge of their duty daring the alarming crisis. 

10th. That James Norris^ Esquire, one of the Magistrates, 
and Edward Clayton, Esquire, the Boroughreeve of Manchester, 
be deputed to wait upon the Lord lieutenant of the county, to 
communicate the preceding resolutions, and to thank his lord- 
ship for his early and watchful attention to the peace of this 
county. 

11th. That a deputation consisting of the Chairman, Tho- 
mas Peel, Esq., John Barton, Esq., Rd. Johnson Daventry 
Ashworth, Esq., John Douglas, Esq., and Thomas Scholes 
Withington, Esq., be appointed to convey the expressions of 
gratitude contained in the preceding resolutions to the several 
gentlemen to whom they are voted. 

12th. That the resolutions of this meeting be signed by the 
Chairman, and published. 

JAMES BRIERLEY, Chairman. 

That the sincere thanks of the meeting be given to James 

Brierley, Esq., for his very able and approved conduct in the 

Chair. 

JOHN DOUGLAS- 



Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



, Digitized by V^OOQIC 



Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



Digitized by V3OOQ IC 




THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
THE COST OF OVERDUE NOTIFICATION 
LP THTS BOOK IS NOT RETURNED TO 
THE LIBRARY ON OR BEFORE THE LAST 
DATE STAMPED BELOW. 



i 




ore 7^j; 

%/p7S 







Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



A FINE IS INCURRED IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
PJ BELOW. 



3!^.^ "fd^l 






^ ^ 



HffigV^ 






\ % 



% 




975 








>^4 



^SSl 



.,^ 



i) 



^SC, 



^a^ 



\ 



iik .77H 



^ 



51 







Digitized by VjOOQIC 



